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GHOST
LIGHT

Deep in the heart 
of East Texas, tucked 
within the towering 
pine forests of the 
Big Thicket, lies one 
of the region’s most 
enduring mysteries: 
the ghost light of 
Saratoga. For decades, 
these glowing orbs 
have floated silently 
along a remote stretch 
of dirt known as Bragg 
Road, an eight-mile 
trail that once served 
as a railroad corridor 

and now invites trav-
elers seeking an eerie, 
unforgettable adven-
ture. On moonless 
nights, visitors report 
seeing a single glowing 
light hovering in the 
distance—sometimes 
moving, sometimes 
still—always vanish-
ing before it can be 
reached.

The phenomenon 
is often compared to 
the Celtic will-o’-the-
wisps, the mysterious 

light of European 
folklore said to lure 
travelers off their path. 
Like those legends, the 
Saratoga light spark 
both fascination and 
unease. Locals share 
countless tales to 
explain their origin. 
Some say the light 
belongs to the lan-
tern of a long-dead 
railroad brakeman, 
forever searching for 
his severed head after a 
tragic accident. Others 

S A R A T O G A

A  Te x a s  N i g h t  M y s t e r y
by Dylan Busby
The Silsbee Bee
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believe the forest hides lost Spanish 
treasure, its ghostly guardians still 
keeping watch. Stories of phantom 
Civil War camps and ancient spirits 
only deepen the sense of mystery 
that clings to the woods.

Driving Bragg Road at night is an 
experience all its own. The narrow, 
sandy path is a straight shot through 
miles of dense, silent forest with no 
homes, no signs, and often no other 
travelers. As headlights fade behind 
you and shadows stretch across the 
trail, anticipation builds with every 
passing tree. Witnesses often de-
scribe a soft, distant light hovering 
low to the ground, sometimes puls-
ing, sometimes drifting away. Many 

claim the light only appear 
when the moon is hidden, 
making the darkest nights the 
best for a sighting.

Whether it’s atmospheric 
illusion or something more 
supernatural, the ghost light 
of Saratoga continues to 
enchant and mystify. For 
travelers with a taste for the 
strange and the unexplained, 
a nighttime drive down Bragg 
Road may offer more than 
just a quiet escape—it might 
deliver a glimpse into the 
unknown.

The entrance to one of the most haunted 
roads in the state of Texas located in 
Saratoga is often visited at night to 
investigate the “Light.”
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Nestled in the piney 
woods of East Texas, 
Silsbee offers a true 
hometown atmosphere 
with modern conve-
niences. Visitors drive 
in through the “Wel-
come to Silsbee” sign 
and immediately feel 
the pace slow down. 
About 7,000 people call 
this corner of the Big 
Thicket home, and the 
town’s many churches 
and civic organizations 
are a testament to its 
close-knit spirit. Long-
time residents often 

say it has a friendly 
atmosphere, and it 
shows—neighbors wave 
from porch swings, and 
weekend barbecues 
seem to include the 
whole community. In 
Silsbee, every face starts 
to look familiar fast, and 
the surrounding woods 
beckon you to relax and 
stay awhile.

Historic downtown 
Silsbee invites leisurely 
strolls through streets 
lined with specialty 
shops, boutiques, sa-
lons, and a cozy public 

library. The Ice House 
Museum, located in 
a restored 1920s ice 
plant, hosts rotating art 
exhibits, local history 
displays, and commu-
nity performances. 
Nearby, the Silsbee 
Little Theater—one of 
the oldest dinner the-
aters in Texas—offers 
charming homegrown 
plays and musicals. 
Between cultural stops, 
family-owned cafes 
and diners serve up hot 
coffee and homemade 
pie, with owners who 

A Warm 

Piney 

Woods 
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by Dylan Busby
The Silsbee Bee
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quickly learn your name 
and remember your 
favorite order.

Nature is never far in 
Silsbee. The city main-
tains several inviting 
parks like Knupple 
Park, Santa Fe Park, 
and Exquissette Park, 
each equipped with 
playgrounds, pavilions, 
and open space perfect 
for family outings. Just 
outside town, Village 
Creek flows gently 
through the forest, ideal 
for paddling, fishing, 
and peaceful explora-
tion. Its clear waters and 
towering cypress trees 
make it a favorite for 
both locals and visitors. 
Veterans Memorial Park 
offers a quiet place for 
reflection, honoring 

the community’s proud 
legacy of service.

What truly sets Sils-
bee apart is its people. 
Small businesses thrive 
on personal connec-
tion, and community 
events—from football 
games to local festi-
vals—bring everyone 
together. The Silsbee 
Bee, the town’s long-

time weekly newspaper, 
captures the rhythm of 
local life with stories of 
school achievements, 
neighborhood gather-
ings, and heartfelt mile-
stones. Whether you’re 
here for the weekend or 
thinking about putting 
down roots, Silsbee 
makes it easy to feel 
right at home.
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Nestled in the heart 
of Silsbee, Texas, the 
Ice House Museum & 
Cultural Center offers a 
rich and engaging jour-
ney through Southeast 
Texas history. Housed 
in a 1927 brick ice fac-
tory that once produced 

and shipped tons of ice 
before the days of re-
frigeration, the building 
itself is a piece of liv-
ing history and stands 
as a designated Texas 
Historic Landmark. 
Today, the museum has 
been transformed into a 

vibrant educational and 
cultural hub that brings 
the region’s past to life 
for visitors of all ages.

Among the muse-
um’s most treasured 
artifacts is an origi-
nal 1863 engraving 
of the Emancipation 
Proclamation—a rare 
and powerful piece of 
American history that 
draws visitors from 
across the region. But 
the museum’s offerings 
go far beyond a single 
exhibit. Families can 
step aboard a full-scale 
replica of an 1820s 
river flatboat and imag-
ine what travel along 
the Neches River was 
like for early settlers. 
Children and adults 
alike will enjoy interac-
tive displays featuring 

P i e c e s 
o f  t h e 
p a s t

Curator Susan Shine Kilcreaseby Dylan Busby
The Silsbee Bee
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a 1902 Studebaker ice 
wagon, a recreated 
1920s kitchen, and fos-
sil discoveries includ-
ing an actual dinosaur 
bone unearthed from 
the Neches River.

Local lore and 
legends are also part of 
the experience. Exhib-
its explore everything 
from pioneer life and 
Big Thicket wildlife to 
the area’s colorful tales 

of Bigfoot sightings. 
With engaging hands-
on learning, the muse-
um serves as a favorite 
destination for school 
field trips and curious 
families.

The museum is also 
a gathering place for 
the community, hosting 
seasonal events and 
workshops year-round. 
Popular celebrations 
like Christmas in the 

Big Thicket feature arts 
and crafts, music, and 
make-and-take activi-
ties for kids. Friendly 
staff and volunteers are 
always ready to guide 
visitors and share sto-
ries that make history 
feel personal and alive.

Located at 818 
Earnest Avenue in 
downtown Silsbee, the 
Ice House Museum is 
open Thursday through 
Saturday and current-
ly offers free admis-
sion. Whether you’re 
a history enthusiast, 
educator, or family 
looking for a fun and 
meaningful outing, this 
cultural landmark offers 
a warm welcome and a 
unique window into the 
heritage of Southeast 
Texas.
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Lumber-
ton, Texas 
is a thriving 
community in 
Hardin County 
that continues 
to grow while 
maintaining 
the warmth 
and charm of 
a small town. 
With a popu-
lation of over 
14,000, the city 
has seen steady 
development 
in recent years, 
becoming the 

largest in the 
county. Though 
officially 
incorporated 
in 1973, Lum-
berton’s history 

dates back 
to 1894, 
when it 
served 
as a key 
stop along 
the Gulf, 
Beaumont 

and Kansas 
City railroad, 
helping sup-
port the area’s 
booming tim-

ber industry.
Today, 

Lumberton 
offers a mix of 
natural beauty, 
family-fo-
cused living, 
and modern 
convenience. 
Surrounded 
by Southeast 
Texas’ lush 
piney woods, 

LumbertonLumberton
by Dylan Busby
The Silsbee Bee
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the city is home to 
Village Creek State 
Park, a 1,090-acre 
haven for camping, 
hiking, canoeing, and 
fishing. Just beyond 
its borders lies the 
Big Thicket National 
Preserve, a nationally 
protected area known 
for its rich biodiversity 
and pristine wilder-
ness. For everyday 
recreation, residents 
enjoy the city’s newer 
park facilities, includ-
ing a spacious city park 
featuring playgrounds, 
volleyball courts, disc 
golf, and walking trails.

The lifestyle in Lum-
berton appeals to fam-
ilies and newcomers 
alike, thanks in part to 
strong public schools 
within the Lumberton 
Independent School 
District and a wide 
range of youth sports 
and activities. Com-
munity pride shines 
during local events like 
the Village Creek Festi-
val, held each October, 
where residents gather 
for a weekend of carni-
val rides, food, crafts, 
and live entertainment.

Despite its qui-
et atmosphere and 

natural surroundings, 
Lumberton is conve-
niently located just 12 
miles north of Beau-
mont, providing easy 
access to employment, 
shopping, and health-
care. This ideal balance 
between peaceful living 
and urban accessibil-
ity continues to draw 
new residents. Wheth-
er you’re seeking a 
close-knit community, 
outdoor adventure, or 
a fresh start in a grow-
ing town, Lumberton 
welcomes you with 
open arms and room 
to grow.

LumbertonLumberton
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Nestled on the edge of the Big 
Thicket in Lumberton, Texas, 
Village Creek State Park offers 
families a refreshing escape into 
nature with a wide range of out-
door activities suited for all ages. 
This 1,000-acre park features a 
free-flowing creek, shaded forests, 
and well-maintained trails that 
invite exploration, discovery, and 
relaxation. The gentle waters of 
Village Creek are ideal for pad-
dling, with canoes, kayaks, and 
paddle-boards available for rent. 
Life jackets are provided, and the 
calm current makes it safe for 
even younger children to enjoy 
floating or splashing along the 
sandy banks.

Families will find plenty of 
trails to explore, with over eight 
miles winding through pine 
woods, cypress swamps, and san-
dy ridges. The Lil’ Paws Nature 
Trail is perfect for young hikers, 
while the Water Oak Loop offers a 

V i l l ag e  C r e e kV i l l ag e  C r e e k
F a m i l y - F r i e n d l y  N a t u r e  E s c a p e

by Dylan Busby
The Silsbee Bee

longer route through diverse habi-
tats. Interpretive signs and rang-
er-led walks help families learn 
about the local wildlife, from 
woodpeckers and herons to deer 
and even the occasional alligator, 
viewed from safe boardwalks and 
viewing areas.

Village Creek is also a great 
spot for a picnic, with shaded 
tables and grills conveniently 
located near the water. A fenced 
playground gives kids a safe place 
to play, and the park store pro-
vides snacks, gifts, and basic sup-
plies. Anglers can enjoy fishing 
from the creek banks, with gear 
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available to borrow and no license 
required.

Camping options include tent 
sites, RV hookups, and a screened 
shelter that sleeps up to eight, all 
equipped with fire rings, picnic 
tables, and access to restrooms and 
hot showers. After dinner, families 
can enjoy ranger-led campfire pro-
grams or night hikes under the stars. 
The park also offers Junior Ranger 

activity packs and loaner kits with 
field guides and binoculars, making 
it easy to turn a day of fun into an 
educational adventure.

With its peaceful setting, engag-
ing programs, and family-friendly 
amenities, Village Creek State Park 
is the perfect destination for travel-
ers seeking outdoor fun, learning, 
and quality time together in the 
heart of East Texas.
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Nestled amid towering pines in 
the heart of Southeast Texas, Kountze 
is the proud county seat of Hardin 
County and a hidden gem for travel-
ers seeking small-town charm, natural 
beauty, and rich heritage. Known as 
the “Gateway to the Big Thicket,” 
Kountze blends a welcoming atmo-
sphere with easy access to one of the 
most ecologically diverse wilderness 
preserves in the United States.

At the center of town stands the 
Hardin County Courthouse, a distinc-
tive modern structure that features the 
domed cupola salvaged from its 1904 
predecessor. This courthouse not only 
anchors the downtown square but also 
serves as a symbol of the region’s civ-
ic pride and enduring legacy. Visitors 
strolling through the historic down-
town will find a selection of quaint 
shops and local eateries, along with 
key landmarks like the Museum of 
Hardin County, housed in a restored 
1916 bank building. The museum 
features artifacts, photographs, and 
genealogical records that tell the story 
of the region’s past.

Nearby, the Kirby–Hill House 
offers a glimpse into the elegance of 
early 20th-century life. This 1902 
Queen Anne mansion, built by lumber 
magnate James L. Kirby, is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Plac-

Hardin County’s Scenic Seat

es and frequently hosts guided tours 
and special events in its elaborately 
furnished rooms. Throughout the 
year, Kountze comes alive with 
community festivals, parades, and 
theater performances that highlight 
the town’s vibrant cultural scene.

Just minutes outside of town, 
nature lovers can explore the Big 
Thicket National Preserve, a sprawl-
ing sanctuary of over 113,000 acres 
of forest, wetlands, and waterways. 
The preserve offers hiking trails, 
canoe routes, and educational pro-
grams, drawing visitors eager to ex-
perience its rare plant species, quiet 
bayous, and wildlife-rich habitats.

After a day of adventure or 
sightseeing, visitors can relax with 

by Dylan Busby
The Silsbee Bee
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Historic Kirby-Hill House

classic Southern cooking at one of 
Kountze’s beloved eateries. From 
slow-smoked barbecue to hearty 
country breakfasts, the town serves 
up authentic flavors alongside its 
warm hospitality. Whether you’re 
uncovering Texas history, hiking 
through untamed beauty, or simply 
enjoying the laid-back pace, Koun-
tze offers an unforgettable retreat in 
the heart of Hardin County.

Even by Texas stan-
dards, Kountze has a 
storied basketball his-
tory. The boys’ 2025 
victory marked the 
program’s fifth state 
title, capping decades 
of success, while the 
Lionettes joined that 
legacy by capturing 
their first champion-
ship after eight prior 
semifinal appearances. 
For years, Kountze 
has built a reputation 
as a training ground 
for championship 
coaches, with alumni 
like Fred Williams and 
Andre Boutte going 
on to win state titles at 
other schools.

The 2025 season 
became a defining 
moment for the town. 
Both the boys and 

girls teams stormed 
through the playoffs, 
each dominating their 
UIL Class 3A-II state 
final. The Lionettes 
overwhelmed Paradise 
with relentless defense 
and sharp shooting to 
win 69–40, closing 
out a 31–3 season. A 
week later, the Lions 
claimed a decisive 
67–38 win—securing 
their first boys state 
title since 2007 and 
finishing 38–2. In an 
unprecedented twist, 
both teams defeated 
squads from the same 
school, Paradise High, 
making Kountze the 
first Texas school to 
accomplish such a feat 
since 1961.

Much of the suc-
cess came from 

homegrown stars. The 
Lionettes were led by 
senior guard Keyiona 
McDaniel, who tallied 
19 points and 11 
rebounds in the final, 
earning MVP honors. 
She was backed by 
fellow seniors Star 
Warren and Neosha 
McMahon, while team 
captain Jada Skipper 
provided leadership 
throughout the sea-
son. On the boys 
side, senior guards 
Zac Sells and Mason 
Donald led the scoring 
with 28 and 23 points, 
respectively, in the 
championship game. 
Sells also added seven 
steals and earned 
MVP honors. The 
teams were guided by 
strong coaching, with 

A Small Town’s Big Triumphs: KOUNTZE HOOPS



18 • August, 2025 • Discover Hardin County ©2025 Phillips Publishing LLC • ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

www.silsbeebee.com
(USPS 496-6700)

Periodical Postage Paid at Silsbee, Texas 77656
POSTMASTER: SEND CHANGE OF ADDRESS TO

P.O. BOX 547, SILSBEE, TEXAS 77656

Subscription Rates
Hardin, Jasper and Tyler Counties

1 year for print and online $39
3 year for print and online $109

Out-of-Area-Rates
1 year for print and online $52

3 year for print and online $149

- Staff -
Publisher: Dennis Phillips | publisher@silsbee-bee.com
Advertising: Amy Gonzales | adsales@silsbee-bee.com
Digital Media: Dylan Busby | reporter@silsbee-bee.com
Office Manager: Debbie Gordon | debbie@silsbee-bee.com
Photographers: Brent Guidry, Julie Isbell, Tiffany Thompson
Advertising: Veronica Phillips
Staff Writer: Roy McCoy

Published Every Thursday

Letters Policy
The Silsbee Bee prints Letters to the Editor on a space-available basis.
All letters must be submitted with the name and hometown of the 
author with phone number for verification purposes (phone number 
will not be printed). Letters may be edited for clarity, legal ramifications, 
length or general taste at the editor’s discretion. We also reserve the 
right to refuse to publish submitted letters for the same reasons. Letters 
published do not reflect the view of The Silsbee Bee, its publisher, its 
staff or its advertisers. Deadline for letters is Friday by 5 p.m. prior to 
each week’s edition. Email letters to: editor@silsbeebee.com or drop off/
mail to: 404 Hwy 96 S, Silsbee, TX 77656.
Copyright Notice 
The Silsbee Bee and all subsidiary publications under its banner, and all other publications 
produced by Phillips Publishing LLC — are Copyright© 2025. All rights reserved. Usage is 
subject to applicable restrictions and by permission. This publication is further Copyright 
©1919-2025.

Contact Us
• 404 96 South, Silsbee, Texas 77656
• Phone Number: 409-385-5278
• Fax Number: 409-385-5270

longtime boys coach Duane Jou-
bert and first-year girls coach Tena 
Matthews Williams providing the 
leadership needed to reach the top.

The championship run became 
a town-wide celebration. Schools 
closed so students and fans could 
make the trip to San Antonio, and 
upon returning, the teams were met 
with cheering crowds, a hometown 
parade, and a city draped in red and 
white. In Kountze, basketball has 
become a symbol of pride, unity, 
and tradition. Visitors to this East 
Texas town will quickly discover 
that its deep basketball culture is 
more than a local pastime—it’s a 
championship legacy in motion.
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Grocery Store • Convenience Store • Gas Station • 24/7

620 N. Pine Street • 409-246-4476
Contact Tejas Grocer y on Messenger or www.valero.com
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Sat. 4 AM - 1 AM

Tejas Grocery
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Convenience Store The Tejas Bottle Shop Citigo Tejas #4
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Extreme heat? Arctic blast? Rapid growth? Southeast Texas is 
facing it all, and at Entergy Texas, we’re stepping up to meet 
growing energy demands by investing in a stronger transmission 
system. We are proposing four major transmission projects as part 
of a broader initiative to strengthen the power grid and enable 
more economic growth. These investments will help ensure 
reliable electricity reaches every corner of our rapidly expanding 
communities and infrastructure is in place to import power from 
other regions when it’s needed most. 

Unlike some areas of the state, Entergy Texas customers are 
connected to the Midcontinent Independent System Operator 
power grid, a regional transmission organization with a pool 
of generation resources across 15 states in the central region 
of the United States and Manitoba, Canada. This membership 
enables us to quickly route power when needed during extreme 
weather events and deliver substantial cost savings directly to our 
customers. Since joining this power pool, Entergy Texas customers 
have saved more than $475 million on their electric bills.

These transmission lines will help further boost regional 
economic growth and create thousands of new, non-utility jobs. 
By strengthening our transmission system, we are enhancing 
service reliability and supporting long-term economic growth 
across Southeast Texas.

Entergy Texas is staying a STEP Ahead of your power needs.

Learn more at entergytexasstepahead.com.

Wiring Southeast Texas for more power
when and where it’s needed most


