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Dylan Busby

reporter@silsbee-bee.com
The Silsbee Bee

The Silsbee 
High School Ti-
gers come into 
the 2025 season 

built to run over opponents. Anchored by 
four returning starters up front, the offensive 
line gives the Tigers a veteran foundation. 
The team’s commitment to physical, down-
hill football is summed up by its motto: 
“Pound the Rock.” Under head coach Randy 
Smith, Silsbee prides itself on running hard 

behind a big line while playing a punishing 
brand of defense.

The key to Silsbee’s offense is continuity 
in the trenches with multiple returning start-
ers. Senior center Zackary Roberts leads the 
line with juniors Noah Marek and Hunter 
Smith at tackle, and guards Kaden Fasulo 
and Carter Horton will lead an experienced 
five-man line for the Tigers. Behind them, 
senior Jacaleb Johnson is moving from out 
on the perimeter at receiver to quarterback. 
Johnson, with his FBS-caliber athleticism, 
should provide a dynamic quarterback run 
option to the Tigers’ offense.

Silsbee Tigers lean on veteran 
front, power run game in 2025

u See VARSITY TIGERS page 5

2025 Silsbee Tigers2025 Silsbee Tigers
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u VARSITY TIGERS From Page 4

Homemade Freshness In Every Bite!

Go Tigers!!
Homemade Freshness In Every Bite!

Go Tigers!!
Homemade Freshness In Every Bite!Homemade Freshness In Every Bite!

Go Tigers!!

Open Daily
10:30 AM - 9 PM

386-6300
1170 Hwy 327 W • Silsbee

Drive-thru 
window for 

pick up 
orders!

Feed your team before the game! 
Any size group! We can have food 

ready for the bus trip!

Am� ican f� d the way it 
sh� ld be! Bring y� r � iends 
and family – y� r  fav� ite 

place to eat!

Skill positions will be close-
ly watched as no receiver pulled 
ahead this summer names to watch 
include sophomore Wyatt William-
son and senior Ty’zavion Hafford 
“TZ” who if he remains healthy is a 
dyanmic athlete.

Defensively, Silsbee is lead by 
Kyle Walker, who enter his final 
year after starting sense a fresh-
man. Walker may be the best player 
on this years team and is a large 
reason, both metaphorically and 
literally Coach Smith expects to get 
plenty of pressure with minimal 
blitzing.

The Tigers have incredible 
depth at linebacker headlined by 
sure tackler Matsyn Morris but 
the group runs deep with return-
ing starter senior Kyler Smith and 
rotational seniors Levin Powell and 
Kevan Eaglin. Be on the look out 
for Jaden Hicks and Haegyn Morris 
both sophomores and could offer a 
peak at the future of Tigers football. 
This front seven is built to swarm 
ball carriers.

On the back end, Jonathan Cart-
wright and Cedrick Jones will play 
the boundary while TZ and Julian 
Brown will play safety. A senior 
laden secondary should lead to 

cohesion for a unit where commu-
nication and unity is key.

Going into the season, Sils-
bee’s strengths are clear. A veteran 
offensive line and power-running 
scheme promise steady possession 
and clock control. The linebackers’ 
depth and the aggressive front four 
suggest a defense that will swarm 
and pressure opponents’ quarter-
backs. The Tigers’ motto sets the 
tone: this team expects to wear 
opponents down and control games 
with brute force. If the lessons of 
spring ball and summer condi-
tioning hold, Silsbee will be one of 
the toughest, most physical teams 
in Class 4A. Fans should expect a 
bruising brand of football all season 
long, with the Tigers leaning on 
experience at the line and relentless 
attack from the linebackers to drive 
their success.

With a veteran front and a roster 
built for impact, Silsbee is poised 
to carry its momentum from last 
year’s run deep into 2025. The 
Tigers’ season could very well come 
down to how consistently they 
live up to that “Pound the Rock” 
pledge — and how many times 
their opponents can stand up to the 
onslaught.



UNDER THE FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS www.silsbee-bee.com 6 • Thursday, September 4, 2025

0	 Ty’zavion Hafford	 WR/DB	 12
1	 Julian Brown	 RB/DB	 12
2	 Kevan Eaglin	 FB/LB	 12
3	 Johnathan Cartwright	 WR/DB	 12
4	 Cedrick Jones	 WR/DB	 12
5	 Jacaleb Johnson	 QB/DB	 12
6	 R.J. Williams	 WR/DB	 11
7	 Braylen Johnson	 RB/DB	 11
8	 Haegyn Morris	 RB/LB	 10
10	 Wyatt Williamson	 WR/DB	 10
11	 Levin Powell	 LB/FB	 12
13	 Kerion Robinson	 WR/DB	 10
14	 Jeysten Jackson	 TE/DL	 11
15	 Brendon Hughes	 QB/DB	 11
16	 Aiven Paine	 WR/DB	 12
17	 Jackson Perdue	 WR/LB	 12
18	 Corde’ Wilson	 RB/DB	 10
19	 Kyler Smith	 LB/TE	 12
20	 Matsyn Morris	 RB/LB	 12
21	 Peyton Sells	 WR/DB	 10
22	 Hudsyn Morris	 WR/LB	 10
23	 Carter Howard	 RB/LB	 10
24	 Tre’Kwon Tyler	 WR/DB	 12
25	 Jaden Hicks	 FB/LB	 10
26	 Jeremiah Read	 K/P	 10
27	 Chi Darius Davis	 FB/LB	 11
28	 Hunter Hollyfield	 FB/LB	 11
29	 Luis Gutierrez	 K/P	 11
30	 Jakob Love	 K/P	 10
31	 Kayden Weathington	 RB/LB	 11
33	 Peyton Grisham	 TE/DL	 11
34	 Mason Cravy	 FB/LB	 12
36	 Layton Meguess	 WR/DB	 11
50	 Kyle Walker	 OL/DL	 12
52	 Carter Horton	 TE/DL	 11
54	 Rhett Harkey	 OL/DL	 12
55	 Landen Lee	 OL/DL	 12
56	 Noah Marek	 OL/DL	 11
58	 Kaden Fasulo	 OL/DL	 11
60	 Draylin Mitchell	 OL/DL	 11
62	 Blake Whittle	 OL/DL	 12
64	 Hunter Smith	 OL/DL	 11
67	 Brady Ryan	 OL/DL	 11
68	 Landen Wren	 OL/DL	 10
70	 Adarian Pauley	 OL/DL	 10
73	 Ian Grant	 OL/DL	 11
74	 Zackary Roberts	 OL/DL	 12
78	 Isaiah Boulwen	 OL/DL	 12
99	 Kyle Walker	 OL/DL	 12

HS Football Staff: 
Jarrod Morris 
Dustin Westbrook 
Michael Nelson 
Cory Harrison 
Ronald Loftin 

Eli Jordan 
Radl Verrett 
Zach Nichols 
Jacob Brooks 
Darshon Turk 
Morgan Robberts

Silsbee Tigers Coaching Staff
Athletic Director / Head Coach | Randy Smith

2025 Varsity Silsbee Tiger Roster 2025 Varsity Silsbee Lady Tiger Roster
1	 Ryann Norsworthy
2	 Kimora Fisher
3	 Grace Rulon
4	 Riley Harrison
5	 Romi Calhoun
6	 Ava Jordan
7	 Addi Durant
8	 Madelynn Willis

9	 Brooke Miller
10	 Kenley Creel
11	 Alley Jade Cravey
12	 Kate Barnes
13	 Maddie Hill
14	 Avery Fountaine
15	 Zadayah Washington

Head Coach Carlyn Nichols 
Assistant Coach Bailey Cravey



UNDER THE FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS www.silsbee-bee.com 7 • Thursday, September 4, 2025

Dylan Busby

reporter@silsbee-bee.com
The Silsbee Bee

Carlyn Nichols will lead the Silsbee High 
School volleyball team into the upcoming sea-
son with an eye on growth and steadier play 
after mixed results in recent years. The Tigers 
return a core of players from the roster posted 
by the program and will open a schedule that 
includes non-district tests and important dis-
trict matches that should serve as early mark-
ers for how far the team can go this fall.

“I’m expecting us to make a run this year, 
second or third if we don’t get first. I’m ex-
pecting us to end much higher up.” said 
Nichols

The Tigers finished the 2024-25 campaign 
with a 10-22 overall record and a 3-6 mark 
in district play, good for fourth place in their 
district. This year the expectation is to win 
a lot more games with great leadership from 
Kate Barnes who has been on the court for 
the Tigers since her freshman year. Madelynn 
Morrris returns from injury and fellow se-
niors Riley Harrison Kenley Creel round out 

a veteran core that have helped build this pro-
gram with Coach Nichols who came to Silsbee 
their freshman year.

In early tournament play underclassmen 
Ryann Norsworthy, Addi Durant and Ava 
Jordan have shined. The Lady Tigers went 7-1 
in the Silsbee Gold Bracket tournament com-
peting against schools from all over Southeast 
Texas falling only to Kountze in the tourna-
ment final.

“This town has a lot of athletic tradition 
and I’m just really proud to be a part of it” 
said Nichols.

Tight-knit team fuels Silsbee volleyball’s season outlook

2025 Silsbee Lady Tigers2025 Silsbee Lady Tigers
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Directors: Lou Ellis, Todd Patterson, Dakota Ard, Ashleigh Culver Drum Majors: Bailey Guedry, Trevor Patterson Feature Twirler: Ava Patterson 
Flutes: Terra Lisenby, Valentina Aboytes, Lorelai Mullins, Addison Jeansonne, Victoria Aguillon-Hernandez, Maigan Eddings, Tiani Boykin, Kimberly 
Moncada, Lexie Webb, Adalyne Bearden, Kamila Williams Not Pictured: Rylee Wallace, Rebekah Newcomer Clarinets: Melanie Alanis, Gavin Taylor, 
Percival Thompson, Carson Youngblood, Natalee Edmonds, Savanna Duke; Not pictured: Joshua Kilcrease, Jacarian Douglas, Jack Meeks Saxo-
phones: Gabriel Boudreaux, Adolfo Aguillon, Caden Hecht, Kayden Barnett, Layla Droddy, Aiyanna Grant, Victoria Costlow, Kason Verrett, Ian Moore 

Not pictured: Joseph Christy Low Reeds: Maelyn Moulder, 
Israel Campbell, Jace Stuart; Not pictured: Blake Holley 
French Horns: Rayleigh Long, Hillary Elliott, Trinity Whis-
neant, Lillyann Christopher, Emma Hall, Emme LeJeune 
Trumpets: Joel Cadena, Kayden Boren, Ann-Margaret 
Harkey, Pierce Davenport, Jazmen Parker, Addison Stephens, 
Gabrielle Rivas, Ethan Burkett Not pictured: Rhett Harkey, 
Emberly Seal, Cassidy Potts Baritones: Travis Mayhew, 
Jocelyn Jimenez, Gib Boren Not pictured: Braylen Smith 
Trombones: Colten Dickert, Eily Hicks, Gracie Blythe, Levi 
Lowe Not pictured: Jace Kinsey, Brandon Delano Tubas: 
Warren Duffy, Alasha Dixon, Mason Ross, Noah Davenport 
Not pictured: Kaston Alphin Drumline: Tekiyah Haynes, 
Matthew Gutierrez, Georgia Worley, Kieran Sparks, Makenna 
Kyle, Miah Christopher, Catori Grant, Alijah Johnson, Palyn 
Long, Dereon Hudson, Trev Whtehead, Michael Rogers Not 
pictured: Katherine Marble, Payton Ezernack

Color Guard
Row 1: Madelyn White, Jacelynne Rogers, Miya Frank 
Row 2: Karlee Perteet, Makenzie Fikes, Hailey Knight 
Row 3: Iliana Wright, Pauline Champagne, Kaitlyn 
Duffy, Isabella Gonzales

2025 Silsbee Band with Color Guard2025 Silsbee Band with Color Guard
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Dylan Busby
Reporter@silsbee-bee.com
The Silsbee Bee

Silsbee High School’s cheer team is 
poised to turn heads this season with 
a blend of experience, fresh energy 
and renewed focus on technique and 
team unity. After a summer of condi-
tioning and choreography, the squad 
heads into fall ready to support foot-
ball nights and defend its standings at 
district competitions.

“These girls want to go to the na-
tional competetion in Dallas this year” 
said cheer coach Tiffany Limbrick

The roster mixes returning veter-
ans familiar with the program’s tra-
ditions and several newcomers who 
have strengthened the team’s depth. 
Practices this preseason have empha-
sized fundamentals, stunt safety and 
endurance, with conditioning sessions 

aimed at reducing injuries and im-
proving consistency across routines. 
Coaches have introduced updated 
choreography that highlights speed 
and sharp transitions while keeping 
crowd-pleasing elements at the center 
of game-day performances.

Beyond competition, the program 
is pushing to expand its community 
presence. The squad has scheduled 
outreach events and pep rallies to 
boost school spirit, increase atten-
dance at home games and raise funds 
for travel to championships. Fundrais-
ing plans include local partnerships, 
concession shifts and a community 
showcase later this fall.

“We teach you are a cheer leader 
that mean’s being a leader first both in 
the classroom and out in the commu-
nity.” said Limbrick

Tryouts are scheduled early in the 
season to finalize lineups ahead of 

regional meets, giving athletes time 
to refine synchronization and timing. 
The coaching staff is prioritizing lead-
ership development among captains 
and building an inclusive culture that 
encourages mentorship between older 
and younger athletes. 

Expect a competition schedule that 
balances local invitationals with key 
district events, offering opportuni-

ties for the team to test new routines 
under pressure. Fans should look for a 
mix of traditional sideline cheers and 
high-energy halftime performances 
that reflect both the squad’s athletic 
skill and commitment to school pride.

As the season unfolds, the Silsbee 
cheer team aims to showcase the kind 
of polished, spirited performances 
that rally fans and players alike.

From sidelines to showcases, Silsbee Cheerleaders poised for 2025

WISHING THE TIGERS AND 
LADY TIGERS A GREAT SEASON!

344 N 4th St
Silsbee

(Next To Pines Theater)

CALL FOR
APPOINTMENT

Tues. - Fri.  9-5
Sat. By Appt. Only

Walk-Ins Welcome!
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BOUDIN  •  CAJUN MARKET  •  DELI
BREAKFAST • PLATE LUNCHES • CRACKLINS 

STUFFED MEATS • PREPARED FOODS

568 N. LHS DRIVE
LUMBERTON, TX
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www.bkmechanical.com

Fast Professional Sales & Service
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

PLUMBING SERVICE

•Residential
•Commercial
•Free Estimates

#TACLA008662C

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
                              •New Construction
                         •Remodeling
                         •Service Upgrade
                         •Wiring For Appliances
                         •Wiring For Lighting

We Also Do Wiring For Cable TV, Telephone, Computers, Etc.
#TECL17951

•Repairs & Alterations
•Remodeling
•New Construction

#MP36550 & #MPL6143

Licensed and Bonded For Your Protection

Bruce Kay ~ OwnerBruce Kay ~ Owner
385-3408

Good Luck To All Area Teams!!

Dylan Busby

reporter@silsbee-bee.com
The Silsbee Bee

The Silsbee High School Tiger-
ettes open their season with a focus 
on precision, perseverance and a 
team-first mentality that coaches 
say has grown stronger during the 
offseason.

The squad, built on a foundation 
of disciplined rehearsals and shared 
responsibility, will carry its collabo-
rative approach into public perfor-
mances and regional competitions. 
Senior leaders and returning veter-
ans set a standard in rehearsal, and 
younger members have responded 
by embracing demanding practice 
schedules and learning core tech-
niques quickly. The result is a group 
that moves with uncommon syn-
chronicity for its experience level.

Practice routines emphasize fun-
damentals and stamina, with mul-
tiple sessions dedicated to timing, 
formations and transitions. Coaches 
have introduced cross-training 
elements to improve endurance and 

prevent injuries, and choreographic 
sessions are designed to build trust 
through partner work and small-
group drills. Team-building activities 
off the floor are a regular part of the 
schedule, and staff credit those ses-
sions with accelerating cohesion.

Judges and audiences often look 
for consistency and confidence, and 
the Tigerettes have prioritized both 
in early-season rehearsals.

Looking ahead, the Tigerettes aim 
to refine competitive routines and ex-
pand their repertoire while maintain-
ing a team culture that places mutual 
support above individual spotlight. 
Coaches plan to measure success by 
improvement and unity rather than 
scoreboard finishes alone.

“We are moving towards a win-
ning aspect but at the end of the day 
they are becoming a family and that’s 
really important to me.”said Tiger-
ettes coach Macie Moore.

If early preparation is any indi-
cation, the Tigerettes will enter the 
season as a cohesive unit ready to re-
spond under pressure and represent 
Silsbee with polished performances.

Tigerettes tight bond 
shapes season outlook
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Dylan Busby

reporter@silsbee-bee.com
The Silsbee Bee

LUMBERTON 
— Lumberton’s 2024 
season was derailed 

by an early quarterback injury and the loss 
of several veteran defenders, and the Raiders 
are hoping for a fresh start under home-
town coach Chase McDonald. McDonald, a 
Lumberton native in his second year as head 
coach, emphasizes growth and development 
after junior signal-caller Nolan Mitchell 
broke his collarbone in the season opener 
and missed six weeks of 2024.

“He’s from Lumberton and that’s a big 
deal” an former Southeast Texas coach said 
of McDonald “He’s gonna be there to build 
something that could be really special.”

The Raiders also lost key defensive leaders, 
with senior linebacker Julius White and ATH 
Tyler Breeden among last year’s standouts 
who have graduated .With those veterans 
gone, McDonald says this year is about re-
building experience and depth. 

Offensively, Lumberton returns a solid 
core of play makers. Junior quarterback 
Nolan Mitchell, the 2024 District 10-4A 
Division I newcomer of the year before his 
injury, is back at the helm. The backfield is 
led by senior running back Chase Williams, 
who is going into his fourth and final year 
as a varisty Raider ball carrier. The offensive 
line returns four starters which will be key in 
keeping Mitchell upright and healthy along 
with opening running lanes for Williams. 
The line is lead senior Khale Martin who is 
committed to Trinity University. “He’s really 

Lumberton coach McDonald 
emphasizes growth in second year 

u See VARSITY RAIDERS page 12

2025 Lumberton Raiders2025 Lumberton Raiders
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the anchor of our offensive line” 
said Coach McDonald.

The defense, meanwhile, has 
retooled after losing last season’s 
senior contributors. With last year’s 
seniors gone, younger players have 
the chance to step up. Return-
ing leaders Gage Grimmer in the 
secondary and Alex Gilmore up 
front will help set the example for 
many Lumberton defenses to come. 
Senior linebacker Luke Burkhalter 
impressed coaches this summer and 
could have the chance for an ex-
plosive final year in columbia blue. 
“He really has a good feel for what 
we’re trying to get him to do.” said 
McDonald.

McDonald’s hometown ties and 
experience in Lumberton’s program 
are central to the team’s culture. A 
former Lumberton player and long-
time assistant, McDonald is credited 
with maintaining continuity from 
the Raiders’ 2023 district title team, 
even as many players graduated.

The coach has used the off-sea-
son to build a culture of steady im-
provement, reminding the team that 
development now will pay off later. 
In practice, emphasis is on funda-
mentals, conditioning and chemis-
try – the hallmarks of the program 
McDonald came through. 

Lumberton will also face a stiff 
schedule in District 10-4A Division 
I. The 2025 district lineup includes 
traditional powers and playoff-cali-
ber opponents, making every week 
a challenge. 

Games against Bridge City, Vidor 
and Hardin-Jefferson loom large, 
as do out-of-district matchups 
that always test the roster. The goal 
this season, is growth: if the team 
improves a little each week, big-
ger goals – contention and playoff 
berths – could be within reach. 

All signs point to a Lumberton 
team determined to work harder 
and get better. With a core of re-
turning leaders on both sides of the 
ball and a second-year coach who 
knows the community, the Raiders 
project to be competitive if not yet 
among the favorites. The emphasis 
on player development and over-
coming last year’s setbacks sets the 
tone. If the younger players seizing 
expanded roles respond to McDon-
ald’s call for growth, Lumberton 
could see a stronger finish to the 
season than last year. For now, the 
Raiders and their new-look lineup 
will focus on preparation, bonding 
under their coach and aiming for 
improvement in every aspect of the 
game.

u VARSITY RAIDERS From Page 11

Lumberton Raiders Have the Spirit!

GO RAIDERS

827 N Main
Lumberton
755-4926

Lumberton Raiders Have the Spirit!

GO RAIDERS

827 N Main
Lumberton
755-4926

Lumberton Raiders Have the Spirit!

GO RAIDERS

827 N Main
Lumberton
755-4926

GO RAIDERS!

Lumberton Raiders Have the Spirit!

GO RAIDERS

827 N Main
Lumberton
755-4926

Lumberton Raiders Have the Spirit!

GO RAIDERS

827 N Main
Lumberton
755-4926



UNDER THE FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS www.silsbee-bee.com 13 • Thursday, September 4, 2025

For over 90 years, Farmer Funeral Home 
has stood as a pillar of comfort, compas-

sion, and dignity – guiding Hardin County 
families through life's most di�cult mo-

ments with care that feels like home. 

For over 90 years, Farmer Funeral Home 
has stood as a pillar of comfort, compas-

sion, and dignity – guiding Hardin County 
families through life's most di�cult mo-

ments with care that feels like home. 
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True to You!

 586 N LHS Drive • Lumberton
www.bridgecitybank.com 

 • 

Bridge City • Orange
Lumberton

Good Luck
EVADALE REBELS

and all area teams

Home of the Redneck Nachos
409-276-1100 • chucksbarbq.com

Corner of  Hwy 96 & Hwy 105 • Evadale • Mon-Fri 10AM - 7PM • Sat 11AM - 5PM

Have a great year! ~ Chuck & Melissa
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F I T N E S S

WISHING

SUCCESS

YOU

SUPPORTING

AWESOME

OUR

ATHLETES
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441 S. Main St. • Lumberton441 S. Main St. • Lumberton441 S. Main St. • Lumberton
      409-227-4081      409-227-4081      409-227-4081      409-227-4081      409-227-4081      409-227-4081

Good Luck Raiders and All Area Teams!

Come Catch A Bite Before The Game!
441 S. Main St. • Lumberton441 S. Main St. • Lumberton441 S. Main St. • Lumberton

      409-227-4081      409-227-4081      409-227-4081      409-227-4081      409-227-4081      409-227-4081

Good Luck Raiders and All Area Teams!

Come Catch A Bite Before The Game!
980 Highway 327 E • Silsbee

Good Luck To All Teams
Come Eat With Us 
Before The Game

• Finest Mexican Food • Greatest Service

120 Candlestick • Lumberton

Happy To Serve You At Both Locations

2025 Raider Band2025 Raider Band
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Trainers & Student Staff 
Athletic Trainer – Travis Odom Assistant Trainer – Johanna Wil-
son Student Trainers: Emmelia Bernard, Kirstyn Bevlaqua, Gabri-
elle Buckley, Carter Caillouet, Morgan Jones, Jeffrey Voisin, Lakyn 
Williams, Abigail Woods Student Managers: Kyler Bryant, Jonathan 
Fernandez, Xavier Castillo, Austin Steltz

2025 Raider Cheerleaders2025 Raider Cheerleaders
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we are spectacular!
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PUSH Your Limits,

And Do Whatever It Takes To 
CONQUER YOUR GOALS.

“Not Just Repair, 
But True Car Care!”
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TIRES
for all seasons!

JUAN’S TIRE SHOPJUAN’S TIRE SHOP 
& Auto Service& Auto Service

New & Used High Quality Used Tires
All major name brands

409-246-8179409-246-8179
125 N Pine St. • Kountze, TX 77825

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE!!

Good 
Luck on 
a Great 
Season!

0	 Luke Burkhalter	 TE / LB	 SR
1	 Carson Hendon	 WR / DB	SR
2	 Nolan Mitchell	 QB	 JR
3	 Carson Spears	 WR / DB	SR
4	 Kale Carr	 WR / DB	SR
5	 Madden Dean	 WR / DB	JR
6	 Anthony Pallis	 RB / LB	 SR
7	 Will Wright	 QB / DB	SR
8	 Tyler White	 WR / DB	SR
9	 Colton Williams	 WR / DB	SR
10	 Gage Grimmer	 WR / DB	SR
11	 Evan Jenkins	 WR / DB	JR
12	 Nic Cratic	 RB / LB	 JR
13	 Spencer Bendy	 RB / LB	 JR
14	 Isaiah Sellers	 WR / DB	JR
15	 Casey Fuselier	 WR / DB	SR
16	 Eli White	 WR / DB	SR
17	 Ryan Ferrell	 RB / LB	 SR
18	 Landan Crites	 WR / DB	JR
19	 Luke Cody	 K	JR
20	 Reece Davis	 WR / DB	JR
21	 Joey Sellers	 RB / DB	SR

22	 Carter Atterberry	 TE / LB	 JR
23	 Kaden Grass	 TE / LB	 JR
24	 Anthony Farmer	 TE / LB	 SR
25	 Garrett Harmse	 TE / LB	 JR
26	 Chase Williams	 RB / DB	SR
28	 Jacob Youngblood	 TE / LB	 SR
30	 Mason Cline	 TE / LB	 SR
32	 Kaden McCown	 WR / DB	JR
33	 Nick Broom	 TE / LB	 SR
34	 Josiah Zuniga	 RB / DL	 JR
35	 Graham Jenkins	 TE / LB	 JR
40	 Peyton Jones	 TE / DL	 SR
44	 Isaiah Liles	 OL / DL	 SR
45	 Jeremiah Kittrell	 OL / DL	 SR
50	 Alex Gilmore	 OL / DL	 SR
51	 Kolton Morales	 OL / DL	 JR
52	 Khale Martin	 OL / DL	 SR
55	 Wyatt Milican	 OL / DL	 JR
58	 Justin Marchuk	 OL / DL	 SR
60	 Braxton Kiamar	 OL / DL	 JR
62	 Easton Lang	 OL / DL	 SR
66	 Isiah Liles	 OL / DL	 SR

67	 Logan Ferguson	 OL / DL	 SR
68	 Nick Graff	 OL / DL	 JR
72	 Brandt Broussard	 OL / DL	 SR
77	 Jeremiah Kittrell	 OL / DL	 SR
99	 Alex Gilmore	 TE / DL	 SR

6 am - 8 pm • Mon - Fri
8 am - 8 pm • Sat - Sun

(Deli closes at 7:30 pm)

6 am - 8 pm • Mon - Fri
8 am - 8 pm • Sat - Sun

(Deli closes at 7:30 pm)
6 am - 8 pm • Mon - Fri
8 am - 8 pm • Sat - Sun

(Deli closes at 7:30 pm)(Deli closes at 7:20 pm)

2025 Raider Roster
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Dylan Busby

reporter@silsbee-bee.com
The Silsbee Bee

The Kountze 
Lions enter the 
2025 season with 
experience, depth 

and a strong senior class, raising expectations 
for a playoff push in Class 3A Division II.

The Kountze Lions enter the 2025 season 
with experience, depth and a strong senior 
class, raising expectations for a playoff push 
in Class 3A Division II.

Kountze finished 5-5 overall and 2-4 in 
district play last fall, but the record only tells 
part of the story. The Lions surged to a 5-1 
start behind a high-powered offense before 
injuries derailed their season. The turning 
point came in their rivalry matchup against 

Warren, when senior quarterback Camden 
Johnson went down with an injury that 
sidelined him for the remainder of the year. 
Without their leader under center, the Lions 
struggled to recapture the explosive play that 
defined the first half of their campaign.

That early-season success, however, 
showed what this group is capable of when 
healthy. The Lions averaged more than 40 
points per game during that stretch and 
proved they could compete with anyone 
in the district. With Johnson back at full 
strength and a roster loaded with seniors, 
Kountze enters 2025 determined to finish 
what it started a year ago.

The program is anchored by its senior 
leadership. More than a dozen seniors return 
across all phases, giving head coach Todd 

Senior-Heavy Kountze Lions 
Look to Break Through 

2025 Kountze Lions2025 Kountze Lions

u See VARSITY LIONS page 21
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GO TIGERS
We’re Exploding
With Excitement

Over You!
Supporting All Area Teams

TEXAS OUTLAW
FIREWORKS

Steve Houser & JT Lawson, Owners

Paine and his staff a roster that has 
grown together over multiple sea-
sons. This level of experience is un-
usual at the 3A level and positions 
Kountze to compete with district 
powers that traditionally dominate 
the standings.

Johnson, who has received an of-
fer from McNeese, leads the offense 
as a dual-threat playmaker. His 
ability to run and pass makes him 
the centerpiece of the Lions’ spread 
system, which emphasizes designed 
quarterback runs, zone-read plays 
and RPO concepts. Johnson’s athlet-
icism creates mismatches, while his 
presence allows the Lions to control 
tempo and wear down defenses.

On defense, senior safety Kade 
Bumstead provides leadership and 
versatility. Bumstead, who holds an 
offer from Howard Payne, is healthy 
after injuries limited him last sea-
son. His range and instincts make 
him a reliable last line of defense, 
while his presence in the secondary 
raises the level of play around him.

The defensive line and linebacker 
corps are also bolstered by senior 
contributors, Their ability to con-
trol the trenches will be critical in a 
district known for physical rushing 
attacks. 

District 12-3A-II presents chal-
lenges, but Kountze’s experience 
makes it a legitimate contender. 

Newton and Woodville remain 
perennial powers, while Ander-
son-Shiro and New Waverly have 
established themselves as play-
off-caliber programs. For the Lions, 
a healthy roster gives them the 
chance to contend with these teams 
rather than simply chase them.

Kountze’s 2025 schedule begins 
Aug. 29 with a rivalry game at 
Hemphill, followed by road trips 
to West Hardin and Huntington 
before a home contest with Buna. 
District play opens Oct. 3 at Trinity, 
with Warren visiting on Oct. 10 in 
what will again be a pivotal rivalry 
game. Other key dates include an 
Oct. 17 home clash with Newton, 
an Oct. 31 trip to New Waverly, 
and a Nov. 7 home finale against 
Woodville that could carry playoff 

implications.
The key to the Lions’ season will 

be maintaining the health and con-
sistency that eluded them last year. 
The 5-1 start in 2024 showed their 
potential, but the loss of Johnson 
underscored how vital he is to their 
success. With more depth across the 
roster, Kountze is better prepared to 
handle adversity, but keeping their 
senior quarterback and safety on 
the field remains paramount.

The Lions aim to not only reach 
the playoffs but compete for a 
district title. The combination of 
experience, talent and motivation 
provides their best chance in years 
to break through. Fans in Kountze 
saw glimpses of what this team 
could be last fall, and 2025 presents 
the opportunity to finish the job.

u VARSITY LIONS From Page 20



UNDER THE FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS www.silsbee-bee.com 22 • Thursday, September 4, 2025

Individual and Team Photo Packages For Sale
Individual and Team Photo Packages For Sale
Individual and Team Photo Packages For Sale

Individual and Team Photo Packages For SaleIndividual and Team Photo Packages For Sale

3	 Beau Biddle	 Jr.	 WR, K
4	 Slade Belvin	 So.	 DE, TE
8	 Kade Bumstead	 Sr.	 QB, FS
9	 Camden Johnson	 Sr.	 QB, FS
10	 Draylen Coffey	 Jr.	 RB, WR
11	 Trace Jordan	 Sr.	 WR, OLB
12	 Nathan Barker	 Sr.	 WR, MLB
14	 Monroe Johnson	Jr.	 DE, TE
18	 Johnathan Cole	 Jr.	 RB, CB
18	 Kash Peters	 So.	 OLB, WR
21	 Kase Peters	 So.	 SS, CB
22	 Braydon Conner	Jr.	 WR, OLB
56	 Joseph Arriaga	 Jr.	 DE, G
63	 Jaxon Moore	 So.	 G, DE
70	 Carson Martin	 Jr.	 T, DT
72	 Jarron Pitts	 So.	 T, DT
74	 Mason Brothers	 Sr.	 C, DT
75	 Gael Alvarez	 Jr.	 T, DT
76	 Coday Harris	 Jr.	 G, DT
Todd Paine - Head Coach
Chris McFarlane - Assistant Coach
Duane Joubert - Assistant Coach
Kyler Bumstead - Assistant Coach
Nathan Byerly - Assistant Coach

2025 Lion Roster

“Professional Care With a Hometown Touch”

604 FM 1293 • Kountze • 409-246-3418

Kountze Lions...

The Pride 
of � r C� munity

Go Big Red!!
Kountze 

Mini Storage
1725 N Pine St. • Kountze1725 N Pine St. • Kountze

409-246-4366 • Mon - Sat  9-5409-246-4366 • Mon - Sat  9-5
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www.a1wastewater.com

INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • MARINE
Family Owned & Operated Since 1982

Mike Morrison/Robert Hopkins
State Approved • Odor Free • Installation

Maintenance Of All Major Aerated Systems
Repair Of All Septic Systems

Septic Tank Cleaning • Aerated System Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Grease Trap Cleaning

Real Estate Inspections • Free Estimates

“Extra Long Hose To Protect Your Lawn”

409-385-0061409-385-0061
890 Hayes Rd • Silsbee, Texas 77656

NO MILEAGE CHARGE!
Jasper to Winnie

Liberty To Louisiana Stateline
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2050 HWY 92 NORTH  •  SILSBEE

WRIGHT’S
MECHANICAL SERVICE

TACLB014826 C                       Formerly PRECISION AIRE SERVICE CO

Commercial  •  Residential
Sales - Service

• Air Conditioning
• Commercial Refrigeration
• Heating / Heat Pumps
• Factory Trained Technicians
• Service & Maintenance 
   Contracts Available
• Financing Available
• Flat Rate Pricing
• 24 Hour Service

Charles Wright - Owner

385-3638
2050 HWY 92 NORTH  •  SILSBEE

WRIGHT’S
MECHANICAL SERVICE

TACLB014826 C                       Formerly PRECISION AIRE SERVICE CO

Commercial  •  Residential
Sales - Service

• Air Conditioning
• Commercial Refrigeration
• Heating / Heat Pumps
• Factory Trained Technicians
• Service & Maintenance 
   Contracts Available
• Financing Available
• Flat Rate Pricing
• 24 Hour Service

Charles Wright - Owner

385-3638

2025 Lion Band2025 Lion Band
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Row 1 (Bottom Row) Leo the Lion – Shania Mosley – Freshman 
Row 2 Peightyn Irvine – Senior – Captain Janiah Waldon – Senior 
– Co-Captain Ja’Kya Irvin – Senior – Captain Row 3 Cameryn Co-
plen – Senior K’Lynn Schroeder – Senior Caitlyn Samford – Senior 
Ja’Mya Anderson – Senior Row 4 Angel McMahon – Junior Aniya 
Coffey – Junior Rylee Holland – Junior Brooklyn Kinsey – Junior 
Ja’Lisa Anderson – Junior Row 5 McKinley Wade - Sophomore 
Gracie Williford - Sophomore Emma Brown - Sophomore Avery 
Brown - Sophomore Nikayla Drake - Sophomore Bree Moczygem-
ba - Sophomore Row 6 Ava Barron - Freshman Alyssa Mitchell - 
Freshman Kylie Denton - Freshman YaKhylynn Jubert - Freshman 
Coaches: Dana Ramsey and Andi Williford 

2025 Lady Lions2025 Lady Lions

2025 Lion Cheer2025 Lion Cheer 409-751-4200 • Hwy 69 & W. Walton Rd. • Lumberton, TX

er!

90 Days 
Same 

As Cash 
on Storage 
Sheds and 

FREE 
Delivery 
& Set-Up

Hwy 69 & W. Walton Rd. • Lumberton, TX

• RV & Boat Covers 
• Finished Cabin Homes
• Man Caves
• She-sheds 
• Offices
• Storage Buildings 
• Green Houses 
• Dog Kennels
• Steel Buildings
• Carports
• Garages 

409-751-4200 

Your 
Building 
Matters

Move-In Ready Homes
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Dylan Busby
reporter@silsbee-bee.com
The Silsbee Bee

SOUR LAKE – 
The Hardin-Jefferson 
Hawks arrive at the 

2025 football season with a renewed sense of 
purpose after showing real progress last year. 
In 2024 the Hawks finished 3-7 overall, a big 
step forward from the 0-10 campaign of 2023. 
Local sports coverage noted that Hardin-Jef-
ferson’s offense was finding its rhythm late in 
2024, putting up points consistently — a good 
sign moving forward that gives fans confi-
dence improvement is on the way. 

Last season’s three wins included a 35-12 
victory at Buna and a 33-24 win over Living-
ston. Those victories provided a glimpse of 

the team’s potential, proving that the Hawks 
can compete and score when the offense 
clicks. The schedule for 2025 is set, and it 
again features tough district foes such as Little 
Cypress-Mauriceville, Bridge City, Lumberton 
and Vidor. Hardin-Jefferson will again com-
pete in District 10–4A Division I, where the 
team hopes to capitalize on last year’s momen-
tum and contend for a playoff berth. 

Junior D’Corian Warren is the Hawks 
feature likely seeing time on both sides of the 
ball and has the ability to  generate explosive 
plays on both offense and defense.

Strategically, the Hawks will build on the 
positives from last fall. Coaches have em-
phasized refinement and consistency in all 
phases. The offense, which flashed scoring 
potential against Buna and Livingston, will 

Hardin-Jefferson Hawks look 
to fly to new heights

2025 Hardin-Jefferson Hawks2025 Hardin-Jefferson Hawks

u See VARSITY LIONS page 26
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work on sharpening the passing and 
running games behind its veteran 
line. On defense, the focus is on 
improving tackling and pressure 
schemes to force turnovers. Athlet-
ic Director and Head Coach Zach 
Bass, entering his first season as 
head coach, brings a fresh approach 

and a long-term vision. Under his 
direction, the Hawks are installing 
schemes designed to fit the players’ 
strengths and create a tougher, more 
balanced team.

Community excitement is already 
building. Hardin-Jefferson High 
School and the Sour Lake commu-

nity look forward to Friday nights a. 
The early-season matchup at home 
opens the season, giving local fans a 
chance to cheer on the team’s seniors 
and rising stars. Homecoming and 
district games should draw big 
crowds, and the players have been 
preparing all summer for the expec-
tations.

Coming off last year’s improve-
ment, the Hawks’ goal is clear: 

compete for the district’s upper tier 
and return to the postseason for the 
first time in years. With experienced 
seniors at key positions, promising 
juniors pushing hard, and new en-
ergy from the coaching staff, Har-
din-Jefferson looks to make the 2025 
season one to remember. If the trend 
from last fall continues, the Hawks 
may well give their fans plenty of 
reasons to believe.

u VARSITY HAWKS From Page 25

HJ Football 
2025 Roster
0. Blake Walker – LB – Junior 
1. D’Corian Warren – WR/DB – Junior 
2. Drayton Tunley – RB – Junior 
3. Davion Levine – LB – Senior 
4. Gavin Rubio – WR/DB – Junior 
5. Quinston Heim – DB – Senior 
6. Jeyveon Johnson – DB – Senior 
8. Ty Pearce – TE/DL – Senior 
9. Jhavon Williams – WR – Senior 
10. J’Roy Simon – RB – Senior 
11. Elijah Simon – WR – Senior 
12. Ryan Samoff – QB – Senior 
13. Judah Wheaton – WR – Senior 
14. Jace Malbrough – LB – Senior 
15. Kade Thibodeaux – DB – Junior 
17. Brendyn Lee – QB/DB – Junior 
18. Christian Williams – DB – Senior 
19. Austin Luce – QB – Junior 
20. Roger Magallan – DB – Senior 
21. Aeron Pinkson – LB – Sophomore 
22. Ethan East – WR/DB – Junior 
23. Eric Pitre – RB – Sophomore 
24. Jake Dickerson – RB/LB – Junior 
25. Tatum Brasseaux – RB/LB – Senior 
26. Logan Wolfe – WR – Senior 
27. Cade McIntosh – K – Senior 
28. Brock Slocum – LB – Junior 
32. Camden Britton – TE/DL – Senior 
33. Gavin Haygood – RB/LB – Junior 
34. Gauge Musick – TE – Junior 
40. Taylon Dodis – TE – Sophomore 
42. Barrett Groves – DL – Junior 
44. Xavion Hall – DL – Senior 
48. Christian Berotte – LB – Junior 

50. Henry Tran – OL – Senior 
53. Hayden Henry – OL – Senior 
55. Ethan Ray – DL – Junior 
56. Bryson Noble – OL – Senior 
57. Mason Soileau – DL – Junior 
58. Brodee Adams – OL – Senior 
63. Christian Chatlin – OL – Junior 
64. Jackson Lindow – OL – Junior 
70. Denson Revia – OL – Junior 
72. Xane Reeves – OL – Junior 
76. Wyatt Nugent – OL – Junior 
77. Jeremiah Kneeland – DL – Junior 
78. Nicholas Davis – OL – Senior 
79. Ricardo Rodriguez – DL – Senior 
80. Rene Villareal – WR – Senior 
81. Brandon Morris – DB – Senior 
82. AJ Hebert – TE/DL – Senior 
87. Caden Salinas – LB – Senior 
88. Kain Tinney – TE – Senior

Coaching Staff & Administration
Head Coach: Zach Bass
Superintendent: Brad McEachern
HS Principal: Patrick Brown
Assistant Coaches:
Dickie Robinson
Toby Thrasher
Josh Ruth
Jerrod Herford
Derek Peveto
Josh Pippin
Tristan Abshire
Mark Huypil
Mike Holder
Mike Pogo
Branden Thomas
Billy Chavis
Cory Wettel
Mason Garza

WHERE
WE

LIVE
EMPOWER OUR MEMBERS TO

THEIR PASSIONS

SAM HOUSTON
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

At Sam Houston EC, we are active 
members of our community. We take 
pride in serving our members and going 
the extra mile in everything we do. SAMHOUSTON.NET

WE FIND POTENTIAL

Po Box 727
345 S Pine St
Kountze, Tx 77625-0727
409-246-1014
409-246-1029 fax

Good Luck All Area Teams!
Good Luck all
Area Teams!

Supporting all Area Teams
Good Luck in the 2025 Season!
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SILSBEE MOTOR COMPANYSILSBEE MOTOR COMPANY
Locally Owned and Operated by Alan Sanford and Mark Hill

1360 Hwy 96 S   385-0409   Open Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-4

Your One Stop 
Service Center

Quality Certifi ed 
Preowned Vehicles
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We support We support 
the Tigers!the Tigers!

Let’s Go 
Mighty 

Raiders!
207 S. LHS Drive • Lumberton




