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HARDIN COUN-
TY — This week’s edi-
tion of the Silsbee Bee 
looks different from 
issues past because it 
has new owners.

Veronica and Den-
nis Phillips of Phil-
lips Publishing LLC 
purchased The Silsbee 
Bee from Mark Hicks 
of Hicks Media last 
week.

Dennis Phillips 
said there were two 
main reasons why 
they decided to pur-
chase the Silsbee Bee.

“First,” he said, 
“The Bee is the his-

toric newspaper of 
record for Hardin 
County, and I’ve spent 
more than 30 years 
of my career work-
ing to preserve and 
revitalize community 
newspapers. While 
The Bee wasn’t in 
immediate danger, it 
was clear the paper 
needed support and 
direction to transition 
effectively into the 
digital age.”

“Second, and 
perhaps more im-
portantly,” he added, 
“was the staff. With a 
veteran editor and a 
longtime bookkeeper, 
both with more years 

in the business than I 
have, and a dedicated, 
hard-working adver-
tising representative, 
the team at The Bee 
is the real deal. The 
heart and passion 
they bring to their 
work are inspiring—
something I wish 
every community 
newspaper could ex-
perience. If I were to 
assemble a newspaper 
dream team, The Bee 
staff is what it would 
look like.”

Although the Phil-
lips live in Hearne, 
about 175 miles 
northwest of Silsbee, 
they are very familiar 
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SILSBEE — A 
crowd of about 35 
people came to Waldo 
Mathews Park in 
Silsbee last Thursday 
afternoon for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony for 
a new outdoor fitness 
court.

The outdoor fitness 
court is the only one 
of its kind in Hardin 
County and is num-
ber 40 of a National 
Fitness Campaign 
goal for 100 such 
outdoor fitness courts 
to be built in Texas 
during the next few 
years.

The fitness court 

was financed partly 
by a Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Texas 
grant, and by the City 
of Silsbee itself. 

Walter Land Jr. 
designed and painted 
the background in 
honor of his father 
who was a former city 
council member and 
civic leader in Silsbee. 

Tina Young-Hol-
man, Silsbee city 
council member, was 
master of ceremonies 
for the ceremony and 
expressed gratitude to 
all who had a part in 
making the outdoor 
fitness center become 
a reality.

She emphasized 
that the outdoor 
fitness court is for 
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HARDIN COUN-
TY — The latest 
sales tax allocation 
data released by the 
state comptroller’s 
office shows a mixed 
bag for cities across 
Hardin County, with 
some communities 
seeing year-over-year 
growth while others 
experienced notable 
declines.

Kountze posted 
one of the sharpest 
declines this month, 
reporting $81,180.11 
in sales tax revenue, 
down 25.44% from the 
$108,880.22 received 
during the same 
month last year. Year-
to-date, the city has 
collected $343,379.73, 
representing a 13.44% 
drop from 2024’s total 
at this point.

Lumberton, on the 
other hand, contin-
ued its upward trend. 
The city received 
$483,911.98 for the 
month, a 4.30% in-
crease over last year’s 
$463,922.72. Year-
to-date collections 
total $2,364,416.32 
— up 9.83% from the 
$2,152,635.00 received 
during the same peri-
od in 2024.

Silsbee reported 
modest gains in both 
monthly and year-
to-date comparisons. 
The city collected 
$361,678.99 in the 
current period, a 

Sales Tax 
Trends Mixed 
Across Hardin 
County Cities
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SILSBEE — A new way 
to stay connected to Hardin 
County news quietly began this 
week with the launch of The 
Silsbee Bee Buzz, a free week-

day email newsletter from The 
Silsbee Bee.

The first edition landed in 
inboxes Monday, June 2, at 9 
a.m., marking the beginning of 
a digital push to keep readers 
informed in a faster, more 
convenient format. Sent out 
each weekday morning, the 

Buzz includes a brief roundup 
of breaking news, school cover-
age, community features, and 
even daily lunch menus—all 
aimed at giving readers a sim-
ple, streamlined update before 
the day gets away from them.

“In these modern times, we 

don’t have time to wait for the 
news,” said the new publisher 
Dennis Phillips in the original 
launch announcement. “It is 
happening everywhere, every 
minute of every day. Sign up 
today and you will be set to re-
ceive all the community news, 

Silsbee’s news now comes with a Buzz

u See BUZZ page 4

The Silsbee Bee sold to veteran 
community newspaper publisher

Veronica and Dennis Phillips, new owners of the Silsbee Bee,  
are shown attending the 2024 Texas Press Association Annual 
Convention last June. The couple will attend again this year in 
June, not just to stay on top of the latest industry trends, but 
also to catch up on the ever-important behind-the-scenes news-
room gossip.

Selfie by Dennis Phillips | The Silsbee Bee
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A 60 year old woman 
who had been in the 
Hardin County Jail since 
March 27 was found 
dead in her cell on 
Wednesday of last week.

Hardin County 
Sheriff Mark Davis said 
Denise Lumpkin Mar-
shall had been placed in 
jail on numerous drug 
charges and was being 
held in lieu of a total of 
$1 million in bonds.

Davis said, “She 
suffered a medical epi-
sode on May 28, 2025, 
and was found during 
normal cell rounds of 
inspection and feeding. 
The jail staff and local 
paramedics performed 
life-saving measures at 
the jail, but were unsuc-
cessful. She was pro-
nounced deceased by 
Hardin County Precinct 
3 Justice of the Peace 

Rod Ousley.”
He said the judge has 

ordered an autopsy, and 
her body was trans-
ferred to the Jefferson 
County Morgue. The 
judge preliminarily 
listed the death as “sud-
den cardiac event” and 
the manner of death as 
“natural.”

The charges against 
the woman had in-
cluded four counts of 

manufacture or de-
livery of a controlled 
substance, one count of 
possession of a con-
trolled substance, two 
counts of tampering 
with evidence and one 
count of possession of a 
prohibited substance in 
the county jail.

Broussard’s Mortu-
ary in Silsbee will be 
in charge of funeral 
arrangements.

Woman, 60, is found dead in county jail

Denise Lumpkin 
Marshall

u See BEE page 6

New outdoor fitness 
court opens at Waldo 
Mathews Park

u See FITNESS page 11

With city officials, representatives of Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Texas and other 
supporters present, Silsbee Mayor Danny 
Reneau cut the ribbon last Thursday to of-
ficially open to the public the new outdoor 
fitness center at Waldo Mathews Park.

Dan Eakin | Silsbee Bee
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Capitol Highlights
By Gary Borders

Picture From The Past
Originally published Thursday, September 23, 1971, The Silsbee Bee

No Gain – The Silsbee Tiger defense clearly shows its mettle here as linemen penetrate 
Pork Acres’ front line to bring down tailback Steve Roberts for no gain in last Thurs-
day’s thriller. Calvin Fobbs (88) has Roberts stopped, while three Tiger defenders, led 
by Bim Armour (74), come in to lend a hand. Tackle Gerald Skinner (76), his eyes on 
the ball, swings around to finish the job in case Roberts breaks loose. Eagles Frank 
Rose (88) and quarterback James Johnson (19) watch helplessly. The Tigers snapped 
back from a miserable first half to win 28–14.

One of the stunning devel-
opments that has occurred in 
the United States during the 
past 60 years, is a significant 
shift of its citizens away from 
our founding principle and 
values of God and the Bible.

Remembering the past 
growing up in the 50’s and 
60’s was a time where prin-
ciples and values shaped our 
attitudes, actions, and deci-
sions, and impacted our per-
sonal growth.  Remembering 
these principles is not about 
living in the past, it is about 
cherishing the significance of 
the wisdom we have lost and 
its impact on America.

Respect served as the 
foundation for maintaining 
harmony and preventing 
conflict, guiding our interac-
tions with others. Respect for 
our parents, family, elders, 
the personal beliefs of our 
neighbors, and authority 
were deeply ingrained in 
our values.  Honoring and 
respecting others is pro-

foundly rooted in biblical 
teachings, as illustrated in 
Romans 12:10.  When we 
show respect to others, we 
acknowledge them which 
creates a sense of belonging 
and mutual respect fostering 
love for one another.

Family dinners were more 
than about food, they were 
about bonding, unity and 
belonging, sharing moments 
of concerns and accom-
plishments.  In our lives, the 
importance of gathering as a 
family cannot be overstated.  
This teaches us that we are 
just a small part of some-
thing that is bigger and more 
important than self-satisfac-
tion.  Family unity, love and 
purpose are special moments 
we should apply to our lives.

Following the conclusion 
of World War II, America 
faced significant financial 
challenges. It was a period 
where nothing was taken for 
granted and every penny held 
substantial importance. My 
parents diligently worked to 
support our family, instilling 
in us the principles of hard 
work, earning rewards, and 
saving responsibly.   

We did not have social 
media, e-mail, cell phones 
for communication in the 
50’s and 60’s, showing grat-

itude was so much different 
and personal.  Handwritten 
notes, cards on special days, 
were common, illustrating 
thoughtfulness and sincere 
appreciation.  A simple 
“thank you” acknowledges 
the effort and kindness of 
another person.  It fosters 
better relationships and re-
minds us of the simple joy of 
appreciating others in a more 
personal way.

In the 1950s and 1960s, 
a handshake held the same 
weight as a signed contract. 
It was widely accepted that 
one’s word represented their 
bond, and to break it was 
inconceivable. We were 
instilled with the belief that 
a person’s word reflected 
integrity and trust that these 
values would stay with us for 
our lifetime.  The bible teach-
es us this principle in Eccle-
siastes 5:5 where it is “better 
not to make a vow than to 
make one and not fulfill it.”   

Traditional family has 
been lost to self-satisfaction 
of one’s moral values instead 
of honoring the biblical fami-
ly.  Marriage has given way to 
shacking up, the definition of 
life has changed from being a 
blessing and a gift from God 
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Then again, I could be wrong.
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Veteran’s News
By Paul Baker TH
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Dust Settles on 2025 
Session: Key Bills Head to 
Abbott

The 2025 Texas legislative 
session has wrapped, with 
major bills already on Gov. 
Greg Abbott’s desk:

• LGBTQ+ Student Club 
Ban – A measure barring 
public schools from sponsor-
ing student clubs based on 
sexual orientation or gender 
identity passed, drawing 
strong criticism from Dem-
ocrats who say it targets 
LGBTQ students. Supporters 
argue it protects parental 

rights regarding exposure to 
gender and inclusion topics.

• Ten Commandments 
in Classrooms – A bill may 
require public classrooms to 
display the Ten Command-
ments, though legal challeng-
es are likely. A similar Lou-
isiana law is already under 
appeal.

• Property Tax Relief 
– Texans will vote in No-
vember on increasing the 
homestead exemption from 
$100,000 to $140,000, and 
to $200,000 for seniors and 
people with disabilities. If 
passed, the measure would 
cost the state around $6.5 
billion in lost revenue and 
reimbursements to school 
districts.

• Foreign Ownership Ban 
– Citizens of China, North 
Korea, Iran, and Russia 

would be barred from own-
ing most property, aside 
from a homestead. Critics 
call the bill discriminatory 
and reminiscent of historic 
injustices.

• Inactive Oil Well Clean-
up – Starting in 2027, opera-
tors must plug wells idle for 
15+ years. Texas has 150,000 
such wells, including near-
ly 9,000 orphans with no 
traceable owner. The Texas 
Railroad Commission will 
enforce the rule

• THC Product Ban – 
Lawmakers approved a 
ban on THC-infused hemp 
products, threatening the $8 
billion industry. Abbott has 
not said whether he’ll sign 
or veto the bill. Opponents 
favor regulation over prohi-
bition, citing minimal over-
sight currently in place.

Next Friday, June 
14, our nation will 
celebrate Flag Day—a 
time to honor the 
values our flag rep-
resents: liberty, unity, 
and sacrifice. While 
our country isn’t 
perfect, it remains a 
beacon of hope and 
opportunity, standing 
strong among nations.

This year’s Flag 
Day carries even more 
meaning as we also 
mark the 250th anni-
versary of the United 
States Army. Since its 
founding in 1775, the 
Army has stood be-
hind its motto, “This 
We’ll Defend,” with 
generations of men 
and women answering 
the call to serve. Major 
celebrations and pa-
rades are planned in 

Washington, D.C., and 
across the country to 
honor this milestone.

Locally, there are 
many simple but 
meaningful ways 
to take part. Fly the 
American flag at your 
home or business. 
Dress in red, white, 
and blue. Show your 
pride. Most impor-
tantly, take a moment 
to thank an Army 
veteran for their 
service. Veterans, we 
encourage you to wear 
your Army shirt or 
cap with pride on June 
14—you’ve earned the 
recognition.

Let’s come togeth-
er to celebrate both 
our nation and those 
who have protected 
it for 250 years. Let’s 
make Flag Day a vis-
ible reminder of our 
shared commitment to 
the ideals that define 
America.

Legislative session wraps up

Cherishing the significance of wisdom

Flag Day

Some of you may have read the front-page 
story this week about me — but that was 
just the canned version. Want the real story? 
You’re in the right place.

I reserve this space each week to write 
about just about anything, but mostly, you’ll 
find good, old-fashioned humor. I like to 
tell stories about the funny and often ridic-
ulous things that happen to me — which, of 
course, are usually newspaper-related. That’s 
what I do all day: make newspapers.

On Monday, I was in Silsbee. Not my first 
trip to Hardin County, but my first official 
“business” trip — the kind where I actually 
get to meet people, shake hands, and talk 
about the exciting news that The Silsbee Bee 
is under new ownership.

I love interacting with people, so my first 
stop was the bank: RAVE. It’s a clean, mod-
ern place. I walked in to open a new check-
ing account for The Bee and was greeted by 
a lovely young lady who escorted me into a 
small room with a monitor screen. She shut 
the door, and another kind woman appeared 
on the screen to help with the account setup.

Now, let me say this: I’m not ancient, but 
I am old enough to remember the days when 
you knew your banker’s full name — and 
probably his dog’s name too. My banker in 
Johnson City, Texas gave me my first loan — 
$300 to buy my parents a new TV for their 
anniversary. I still know his son, and he’s 
still one of my bankers.

But back to RAVE.
The process was smooth, just... distant. 

No handshakes. And while I completely 
understand how these changes came about 
— especially during COVID — I have to 
admit, I missed that personal connection. I 
even attempted a handshake with the screen. 
Don’t try that, by the way. It just looks sad.

Now, don’t get me wrong — I think RAVE 
is a fine institution. In fact, they’re probably 
ahead of the curve when it comes to mod-
ern banking. Most of us do everything from 
our phones now anyway. But still... I’ll miss 
sitting across from a banker and pitching 
some wild idea, like the time I tried to open 
a miniature golf course in Johnson City 
(population: 1,100). I was 17, had every hole 
mapped out, land-use agreements in place — 
everything but the money. My banker wisely 

Who’s the New Guy?

u See PHILLIPS page 11

u See COONROD page 11
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BE A MAN. GET CHECKED.

FREE MEN’S
HEALTHCARE  SCREENINGS

 $25 Jason's Deli Gift Card . Lunch . Giveaways

SCREENINGS INCLUDE:
 PSA (prostate-specific antigen) 

 prostate cancer screening 
 A1C (hemoglobin blood test) 
 Blood Glucose
 Cholesterol Panel 

 Infectious Disease
 Blood Pressure 
 On-Site Physician Consultation

Non-Invasive Lab Tests

CALL OR USE THE QR CODE TO REGISTER
409.833.3663 • giftoflifebmt.org

2025 SCREENINGS

APPOINTMENTS BEGIN AT 9:00 AM 
WALK-INS WELCOME 

LUMBERTON
SAT., JUNE 7

Lumberton Performing 
Arts Center

100 South LHS Drive
Lumberton, TX

 

PORT ARTHUR
SAT., JUNE 21

Port Arthur Health 
Department                                             

5860 9th Ave.
Port Arthur, TX

ORANGE
SAT., JUNE 28 

Orange Baptist Campus 
Hospital Lobby

608 Strickland Dr.
Orange, TX  

BEAUMONT
SAT., JULY 19

Baptist Cancer Network
Julie & Ben Rogers 

Cancer Institute 
3555 Stagg Dr.
Beaumont, TX 

u TAX From Page 1

1.63% increase from 
the $355,862.44 re-
ceived last year. Year-
to-date collections also 
rose by 3.80%, with 
$1,559,179.59 com-
pared to $1,502,031.90 
in 2024.

Sour Lake saw 
the largest monthly 
percentage increase 
in the county. With a 
reported $107,598.76 
in sales tax allocations, 
the city marked an 
11.59% jump from last 
year’s $96,421.73. The 
year-to-date total of 
$433,256.98 reflects an 
18.40% gain over the 
$365,900.91 reported 
at the same time last 
year.

In Liberty Coun-
ty, the city of Hardin 
showed the most 
dramatic percentage 
spike. The city’s 1.00% 
local sales tax brought 
in $16,708.57 this 
month — an 86.77% 
increase over last 
year’s $8,945.67. Year-
to-date, Hardin has 
brought in $49,968.46, 
up 15.16% from 
$43,387.33 a year ago.

Sales tax revenue is 
a key source of fund-
ing for municipalities 
and often reflects the 
pace of consumer 
spending. Cities in 
Hardin County and 
surrounding regions 

rely on these alloca-
tions to fund services 
including public safety, 

infrastructure, and 
economic develop-
ment.

The Hardin County 
Sheriff ’s Department 
has released the fol-
lowing information. 
Each individual in this 
report is presumed 
innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

May 18 • Roy 
Winkie, Saratoga, was 
charged with cruelty 
to non-stock ani-
mals. Bond was set at 
$30,000.

May 21 • Thurman 
Harvill Jr., Silsbee, was 
charged with unlawful 
carrying of a weapon, 
tampering with evi-
dence and possession of 
a controlled substance. 
Bonds were set at 
$4,000, $15,000 and 

$10,000.
Austin Dunlap, 

Lumberton, was 
charged with assault 
causing bodily injury to 
a family member and 
resisting arrest. Bonds 
were set at $4,000 on 
each charge.

Shamirah Slaughter, 
Houston, was charged 
with burglary o a ve-
hicle. Bond was set at 
$5,000.

May 22 • Stetson 
Campbell, Kountze, 
was charged with aban-
doning or endangering 
a child. Bond was set at 
$10,000.

Trina Mills, Petrolia, 
was charged with pos-
session of marijuana. 
Bond was set at $2,500.

Kourtney Cole, 

Kountze, was arrest-
ed on two counts of 
unlawful carrying of 
a weapon and one 
count of possession of 
a controlled substance. 
Bonds were set t $4,000, 
$1,000 and $20,000.

May 23 • Kody Bak-
er, Silsbee, was arrested 
on charges of evading 
arrest and resisting ar-
rest. Bonds were set at 
$2,500 on each charge.

Sonya Duke, Silsbee, 
was arrested on charges 
of assault causing bodi-
ly injury. Bond was set 
at $2,500.

Nicholas Barker, 
Palmetta, Louisiana, 
was charged with theft 
of a firearm. Bond was 
set at $5,000.

Diron Jackson, Sils-
bee, was charged with 
possession of a con-
trolled substance. Bond 
was set at $1,000.

May 24 • Tracie 
Saulsbury, Beaumont, 
was charged with 
assault causing bodily 
injury. Bond was set at 
$3,000.

May 25 • Karissa 
Weaver, Beaumont, was 
charged with posses-
sion of a controlled 
substance and tam-
pering with evidence. 
Bonds were set at 
$20,000 on each charge.

Izaiah Miller, Kir-
byville, was charged 

with driving while 
intoxicated. Bond was 
set at $7,500.

May 28 • Allysha 
Smith, Silsbee, was 
charged with stalking. 
Bond was set at 
$15,000.

Jaron Benevedes, 
Kountze, was charged 
with criminal trespass. 
Bond was set at $2,500.

May 29 • Kendrick 
Edwards, New Orleans, 
was charged with pos-
session of a controlled 
substance and evading 
arrest. Bonds were set 
at $20,000 and $5,000.

May 30 • Kaygen 
Palmer, Silsbee, was 
charged with evading 
arrest. Bond was set at 
$30,000.

Jesse Eckert, Bat-
son, was charged with 
interfering with child 
custody. Bond was set 
at $60,000.

May 31 • Casey 
Miller, Kountze, was 
charged with posses-
sion of marijuana. Bond 
was set at $20,000.

The Lumberton 
Police Department has 
released the following 
information. Each in-
dividual in this report 
is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a 
court of law.

May 20 • Julie Ann 
Trahan was arrested by 
Officer Isaac Robichaux 

Hardin County Arrest Log

u See POLICE page 6
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “no brag,
      just ____”
  5  home state of
      former Cowboy
      Golden Richards
  6  TXism: “____ your
      poison” (choose)
  7  __ Campo, TX
  8  Cowboy, Astro, or
      Star, e.g.
  9  TXism: “he can
      stay neck ‘n neck
      with _  ____
      Texas jackrabbit” 
      (fast man)
14  cap worn by Davy
      Crockett: ____skin
15  kissing
19  actress TX O’Toole
      who was on TV’s
      “Nash Bridges”
21  TXism: “does a cat
      ____  _ climbing
      gear?” (yes)
22  TX Gatlin Brothers’
      “All ___  ____ in 
      California” (1979)
27  lion’s sound
28  many Texans
      fought in the
      _____ War
29  this TX Charley
      caught passes for
      the Redskins
30  plan _  ____  __
      Texas (good idea)
32  the youngest
      Texas Gatlin
      brother (init.)
33  Texas-based 1953
      film (2 wds.)
36  TX Sissy Spacek
      starred in 1980
      film “____ Miner’s
      Daughter”
37  album by TX Josh
      Abbott Band:
      “___’s Like Texas”  

  1  TXism: “a frog in a
      skillet would have
      more ___” (bored)
  2  TX Tanya Tucker’s
      “One Love __  _
      Time” (1986)
  3  Milam County seat
  4  Texas-based old
      TV series and 
      2013 film (3 wds.)

38  combining or
      blending
39  high-spirited
41  horse color
42  TX Dale who was 
      married to Roy
      Rogers
45  TXism: “_  ___ piece”
      (distant)
46  Texas “Star Trek” 
      creator (init.)

47  TX Chester Nimitz
      helped set up the
      Navy ____ in 1926
48  ___ Oak, Texas
49  Texas-filmed “The
      Thief ___  ____ to
      Dinner” (1973)
52  waste conduit
53  basketball coach
      Moe who ended
      his career at TCU
54  int’l distress signal
55  Taylor County town

  8  TXism: “big frog in
      the ____” (VIP)
  9  TX Phil Lyne was
     “The Great _______   
      _______”
10  military officer 
      ranking below a
      commissioned 
      officer (abbr.)
11  first state forest:
      _  _ Siecke
12  TXism for “teacher”
      (2 wds.)
13  “____ she blows!”
14  Texas uses the 
      Gregorian
      ________
15  “Lone ____ State”
16  TXism: “___ got
      half a mind to . . .” 
17  “I don’t want you
      anywhere ____  ___”
      (protective father) 

18  “they ______ up
      on me” (unfair)
20  ____ bag (used
      for carrying)
22  24th governor:
      _  _ Campbell
23  TXism: “he ___ 
      short arms and
      deep pockets”
      (frugal)
24  1970 “Rio Lobo”
      actor, Jack
25  someone who
      can’t be saved

26  “don’t sit there like
      a bump __  _  ___”  
28  university-owned
      Kingsville FM
31  French-American
      opera singer Lily
      who died in Dallas
34  TXism: “___horn”
      (amateur)
35  TXism: “dab it __”
37  ____ poker
40  “legal eagles” 
      charge _  ___
43  marryin’ promises
44  TX Madalyn Murray
      O’Hair, for one
50  “_____ and desist”
       (letter or order)
51  late Texas 
      “Cowpokes” artist
      (init.)
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June 5 
– The Hardin County 
Rotary Club will meet 
at 8 a.m. at the Lum-
berton Fire Station, 
228 Country Lane. 
– The Lumberton ISD 
board of trustees will 
meet at 7 p.m. at the 
administration build-
ing, 121 S. Main St. 
June 8 
– The West Hardin 
4-H Club will meet at 
3 p.m. at the Batson 
Community Center, 
9153 Main St. 
June 9 
– The SETX 4-H Vet 
Science Club will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. at the 4-H 
Educational Building, 
3677 Hwy 326, Koun-
tze. 
– The Lumberton City 
Council will meet at 7 
p.m. in the City Hall 

Chambers, 836 N. 
Main St. 
June 10 
– The Kountze Pub-
lic Library will host 
a “Color My World” 
activity at 10 a.m. at 
the County Seat Music 
Hall, 125 W. Brown 
St. The event is part 
of the library’s Sum-
mer Reading Program 
and will be led by the 
Beaumont Children’s 
Museum. 
– The Hardin County 
Commissioners Court 
will meet at 10 a.m. 
at the Hardin County 
Courthouse. 
June 12 
– The Hardin County 
Rotary Club will meet 
at 8 a.m. at the Lum-
berton Fire Station, 
228 Country Lane. 
– The Silsbee Wom-

an’s Club will meet at 
11 a.m. at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Roosevelt Drive. 
June 14 
– The Hardin County 
Genealogical Society 
will meet at 11 a.m. at 
the library next to the 
Kirby-Hill House, 220 
W. Main St. 
June 16 
– The Silsbee City 
Council will meet at 
6 p.m. at Silsbee City 
Hall, 1220 Hwy 327 
East. 
– The Village Creek 
4-H Club will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. at New 
Covenant Assembly of 
God, 1470 N. Fifth St., 
Silsbee. 
– The Lumberton 
Municipal Utility Dis-
trict board will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the LMUD 

office, 625 FM 421. 
June 17 
– The Kountze Pub-
lic Library’s Summer 
Reading Program will 
present “Facts Are 
Fun: Seriously Awe-
some Non-Fiction” at 
10 a.m. at the County 
Seat Music Hall and 
Museum of Hardin 
County. 
– The Sour Lake City 
Council will meet at 7 
p.m. at Sour Lake City 
Hall, 625 Hwy 105 
West. 
June 19 
– The Hardin County 
Rotary Club will meet 
at 8 a.m. at the Lum-
berton Fire Station, 
228 Country Lane. 
– The Kountze City 
Council will meet at 6 
p.m. at Kountze City 
Hall, 1025 N. Pine St.

every day at 9 a.m.”
Signing up is quick 

and free. Readers simply 
visit newslandingpage.
com/silsbee, enter 
their email address and 
name, and they’ll start 
receiving the newsletter 
automatically. There’s no 
cost and no subscription 
required.

The content is tai-
lored to the local audi-
ence and curated by the 
same newsroom that 
produces The Silsbee 
Bee. While the print edi-
tion of the newspaper 
continues to run weekly, 
the Buzz is designed to 
give readers something 
more immediate—espe-
cially on fast-moving or 
timely local topics.

Though still in its 
first week, the Buzz re-
flects a broader trend in 
local journalism: using 

digital tools to meet 
readers where they are. 
By offering news in a 
format that fits modern 
schedules, the Bee aims 
to provide added value 
without replacing the 
newspaper itself.

The newsletter’s tone 
is brief and to the point, 
with a goal of giving 
readers what they need 
to know in just a few 
scrolls. For longtime 
readers of The Silsbee 
Bee, the Buzz offers an 
extra layer of connec-
tion. For new readers, 
it’s an easy way to plug 
into the rhythm of the 
community.

The Silsbee Bee Buzz 
may be just getting 
started, but it’s already 
one more way local 
journalism is adapt-
ing—and sticking 
around.

u BUZZ From Page 1
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Tony Baumgartner Sr.
February 24, 1959
May 19, 2025

Tony Dale Baumgart-
ner Sr., 66, of Frankfort, 
Kentucky, widower of 
Connie Gay (Adkins) 
Baumgartner, passed away 
on Monday, May 19, 2025. 
He was born in Houston 

to the late Melbourn and Elaine Joyce Sheffield 
on February 24, 1959. Tony was a retired welder 
and pipefitter. Tony enjoyed riding his motor-
cycle and spending time with his family and 
friends.

Tony is survived by his sons, Tony Dale 
Jr.  Baumgartner (Tasha), Orange, TX, and 
Nathan Adkins Frankfort, Kentucky; his little 
brother, Mel Baumgartner (Kim), Warren, TX; 
his sisters, Sandy Baumgartner (Chris Simon), 
Nederland, TX, Treesa Crouch (Mark), Camp-
bell, TX, Melanie Lorraine Baumgartner (Eu-
sebio Enriquez), San Angelo, TX, and Tania 
Overstreet (Craig), Warren, TX; his stepfather, 
Larry Sheffield, Warren, TX; his grandchildren, 
Hannah Baumgartner, Alexis Baumgartner, and 
Madison Dyson; his great grandson, Wyatt Dys-
on; as well as numerous nieces, nephews, and 
other family members.

In addition to his wife and parents, he was 
preceded in death by his stepmother, June 
Baumgartner.

Funeral Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 7, 2025 at Clark Legacy Center, 
(Versailles Road) with Rob Hutcherson offici-
ating. Entombment will follow at Sunset Me-
morial Gardens. Serving as casket bearers will 
be Jimmy Preston, Ron Brumback, Mike Lester, 
Brent Cleary, Nathan Adkins, and Addison 
Whitt. Visitation will be held from 10:00 a.m. 
until the time of service on Saturday, June 7, 
2025 at Clark Legacy Center, Versailles Rd., 
Frankfort, Kentucky. Online condolences may 
be expressed at www.ClarkLegacyCenter.com.

Devotional

J.W. Smith
January 6, 1949 
May 25, 2025

J.W. Smith, 76, of Conroe, passed away 
Sunday, May 25, 2025. He was born in Newton 
to the late Hazel Spears Smith and John Henry 
Smith.

Graveside service was Saturday, May 31 at 
R.S. Farmer Memorial Cemetery in Silsbee 
under the direction of Broussard’s Mortuary in 
Silsbee. 

Survivors include sons, Jason Wayne Smith 
of Lufkin and Johnny Wayne Smith and wife 
Wendy of Moss Hill; daughter, Rhonda Smith; 
siblings, Sue Hobbs of Conroe, Doris Stock-
ton of Livingston, Cathy West of Silsbee, and 
Robert Smith and wife Deana of Kountze; and 
seven grandchildren.

Jimmy Ray Rush
April 4, 1966 
May 20, 2025 

Jimmy Ray Rush, 59, of Silsbee, passed away 
Wednesday, May 20, 2025 at Baptist Hospital in 
Beaumont. He was born in Austin to Elray Sr. 
and Jessie Mae Coleman Rush. He worked most 
of his life in the food service industry. 

Survivors include his sister, Sheila Priest and 
husband Pete; and brother, Elray Rush Jr. 

Cremation was under the direction of Farm-
er Funeral Home in Silsbee. 

Kathryn Sue Grissom Gore
November 8, 1953 
May 28, 2025

Kathryn Sue Grissom Gore, 71, passed away 
Wednesday, May 28, 2025. She was born to the 
late Louis and Ione Grissom and was a lifelong 
resident of Silsbee. 

Memorial service will be at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
June 14 at North Hardin Baptist Church in Sils-
bee. Cremation is under the direction of Farmer 
Funeral Home in Silsbee. 

Survivors include her husband of 32 years, 
William “Cheyenne” Gore of Silsbee; daughters, 
Kate Courville and husband Jason of Hemphill 
and Heather Richards of Lumberton; son, 
Clinton Paine of Silsbee; brother, Louis Grissom 
and wife Dorinda of Wilmington, North Caro-
lina; sisters, Mary Parrott and husband Scott of 
Vidor and Connie Schaeffer and husband Joe of 
Eldersberg, Maryland; and seven grandchildren. 

Richard Earl Wheeler
August 25, 1952 
May 31, 2025

Richard Earl Wheeler, 72, of Evadale, passed 
away Saturday, May 31, 2025. He was born in 
Kountze to the late Ruby Christine Bobbitt 
Wheeler and John Edwin Wheeler. 

Funeral will be at 3 p.m. Wednesday, June 5 
at Broussard’s Mortuary in Silsbee with burial 
following at Old Hardin Cemetery in Kountze. 

Survivors include his wife of 40 years, Nola 
Wheeler; children, Stacy Marie Parker and 
husband Larry of Buna, Richard Earl Wheeler II 
and wife Tisha of Colmesneil, and Niki Bow-
man and husband Lonnie of Evadale; and 15 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  

Robert Duel “R.D” Howard
November 6, 1932 
June 2, 2025 

Robert Duel “R.D” Howard, 92, of Lum-
berton, passed away Monday, June 2, 2025 at 
his home. He was born in Hollis, Oklahoma 
to Eugene Victor and Minnie Evelyn Bradley 
Martin. He was a United States Army Korean 
War veteran.

Funeral service will be at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 
8 at Farmer Funeral Home in Silsbee with burial 
following at Old Hardin Cemetery in Kountze. 
Visitation will begin at 2 p.m. the day of service.

Survivors include his son, Wes Howard and 
wife Sandra; daughters, Vickie Carney, and Car-
ol Hargraves and husband Roger; brothers, Ed 
Howard and wife Lynda, and Leon Howard; and 
six grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.

Terry Wayne Blanton
March 3, 1949 
May 31, 2025

Terry Wayne Blanton, 76, of Spurger, passed 
away Saturday, May 31, 2025. He was born in 
Nacogdoches to the late Mary Reece Blanton 
and Thomas E. Blanton.

Funeral service was at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, June 4 at First Baptist Church in Spurger 
with burial at Beech Creek Cemetery in Spurger 
under the direction of Broussard’s Mortuary in 
Silsbee. 

Survivors include his wife, Jo Ann Blanton; 
daughters, Christina Greenwood and husband 
James “Doot” and Theresa Richardson and 
husband Melvin, all of Spurger; and five grand-
children. 

Vicki Daw Sheffield
August 12, 1953 
May 28, 2025

Vicki Daw Sheffield, 71, of Spurger, passed 
away Wednesday, May 28, 2025 at Silsbee Oaks 
Health Care. She was born in Baytown to James 
and Melba Brown Daw. 

Funeral service was Tuesday, June 3 at Farm-
er Funeral Home in Silsbee with burial follow-
ing at Turner Branch Cemetery in Spurger. 

Survivors include her mother, Melba Am-
brose; daughters, Stormy Eason and husband 
Morgan and Misty Burnes and husband Chad; 
sisters, Marsha Teague and husband Larry and 
Connie Schafer; brother, Tracy Daw; and four 
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 
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Nancy June Jenkins
July 31, 1955 
May 31, 2025

Nancy June Jenkins, 69, passed away Satur-
day, May 31, 2025. 

Memorial service was at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 4 at Farme4r Funeral Home in Silsbee. 

Survivors include her husband of 50 years, 
Maike Jenkins; children, Jeromy Jenkins and 
wife Nicole and Summer Courvelle and hus-
band Brandon; sisters, Mary Hayes and Judy 
Merendino; and eight grandchildren. 

415 N. 4th Street • Silsbee, Texas
409-385-2828

www.farmerfhsilsbee.com

Amanda Chere Eason
July 13, 1982 
May 31, 2025

Amanda Chere Eason, 42, passed away 
Saturday, May 31, 2025.

Graveside service will be at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, June 7 at Fred Community Cemetery in 
Fred under the direction of Farmer Funeral 
Home in Silsbee. Visitation will be from 5 
p.m. until 7 p.m. at the funeral home.

Roger Kirkendall Sr.
May 26, 1944 
May 31, 2025 

Roger Kirkendall Sr., 81, of Buna, passed 
away Saturday, May 31, 2025. He was born 
in Silsbee to the late Frank Kirkendall and 
Irene Reid. He was a United States Army 
veteran and had worked as a salesman.

Funeral service will be at 10 a.m. Friday, 
June 6 at Parkwood Baptist Church in Buna 
with burial following at Antioch Cemetery 
in Buna. Visitation will be from 5 p.m. until 
8 p.m. Thursday, June 5 at Farmer Funeral 
Home in Silsbee. 

Survivors include his wife of 59 years, 
Brenda Kirkendall; children, Rober Kirken-
dall Jr. and wife Audra, Becki Hatch and 
husband Jody, Shane Kirkendall, and Bran-
don Kirkendall and wife Christina; brothers, 
David Kirkendall and Roy Kirkendall; and 
nine grandchildren and 11 great-grandchil-
dren.
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We Off er In-House Financing

1360 Hwy 96 South                             Silsbee, TX                   385-0409385-0409

Silsbee Motor Co.
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED BY: ALAN SANFORD AND MARK HILL

www.silsbeemotorcompany.com

2024 Volkswagen
Atlas

2023 Mazda
MX-5 Miata 

Black, 2.0L TSI 1-4 DOHC 1
6-Valve Turbocharged 

 #7406

$32,995

 Grand Touring, Red, Black Leather Interior, 
SKYACTIV-G 2.0L DOHC 16V 4 cyl VVT

#7389

$28,995

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS FROM PAGE 4

Last Puzzle
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with Hardin County.
Veronica Phillips is 

originally from Bat-
son in West Hardin 
County. She was born 
and raised there. Her 
entire family, includ-
ing her son, mother, 
and father, still live in 
Batson. She attended 
both West Hardin and 
then Hull-Daisetta 
High School. She has 
a sister who lived in 
Silsbee until recently.

The Phillips pub-
lish the Robertson 
County News in 
Hearne and digitally 
publishes The Frank-
lin Advocate, which 
has maintained a 
strong digital pres-
ence since transition-
ing to digital format 
during the pandemic. 
In addition, they 
maintain a presence 
for The Bremond 
Journal.

They also hold the 
rights to two out-of-
print publications: 
The Bremond Gazette 
and The Calvert Tri-
bune.

In the past, Phil-
lips owned the John-
son City Free Press, 
Blanco Free Press, 
and Marble Falls Free 
Press. All three were 
sold in the years fol-
lowing the economic 
downturn that affect-
ed many small rural 
Texas newspapers 
after the events of 
September 11, 2001.

Dennis Phillips be-
gan his career in pub-
lishing as a graphic 
designer, landing his 
first job at the Marble 
Falls Highlander, a 
community newspa-
per, in 1998. Before 
that, he was based 
in Austin, where he 
sold and designed ads 

and produced both 
monthly and weekly 
publications from 
his bedroom while 
helping to raise three 
children.

“Over time, I 
progressed through 
nearly every role in 
the industry,” he said. 
“I’ve run a printing 
press at Granite Print-
ing, covered sports, 
served as an editor, 
and was eventually 
promoted to general 
manager in 2009 by 
Mark Henry of Moser 
Community Media.”

He continued, 
“My career path has 
focused on restoring, 
revitalizing, and reno-
vating community 
newspapers across 
Texas. This work has 
taken me all over the 
state, often complet-
ing the turnaround 
in as little as a year 

before moving on to 
the next publication. 
I’m happy to report 
all these papers are 
still in print today, 
even though several 
have combined into a 
single publication due 
to the pandemic.”

Under the new ownership of Phillips Publishing, the full time staff at 
The Silsbee Bee will remain the same. They are, from left, Debbie 
Gordon, business manager; Amy Gonzales, advertising manager; and 
Dan Eakin, editor. Danny Reneau will continue to contribute sports 
stories and photos and Brent Guidry and Julie Isbell will continue to 
contribute sports photos.

Amy Gonzales I The Silsbee Bee

on charges of assault 
on a public officer and 
resisting arrest.

John Paul Kelly III, 
43, was arrested by Sgt. 
Michael K. Strange Jr. 
on charge of public 
intoxication and pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia.

May 22 • Anthony 
Paul Johnson, 27, was 
arrested by Sgt. Mi-
chael K. Strange Jr. on a 
warrant.

Kourtney Terrell 
Cole, 20, was arrested 
by Officer Bailey S. Holt 
on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled 
substance, unlawful 
carrying of a weapon 
and a warrant out of 
Hardin County.

May 24 • Katherine 
Garza, 63, was arrested 
by Sgt. Dale Tinsley on 
a warrant.

Keith Michael Kolb, 
42, was arrested by 
Sgt. Dale Tinsley on a 
warrant.

May 25 • Izaiah 
Ryan Miller, 21, was 
arrested by Officer Mi-
chael D. Robertson on 
charges of driving while 
intoxicated.

May 28 • Arnoldo 
Leal, 37, was arrested 
by Officer Samuel Jones 
on charges of tamper-
ing with a witness.

Hayden Alexander 
Murphy, 24, was arrest-
ed by Officer Samuel 
Jones on a warrant.

May 29 • Bobby Jo 
White, 51, was arrested 
by Officer Bailey S. Holt 
on a Jefferson County 
Warrant.

Garrett Andrew Dil-
lard, 55, was arrested by 
Officer Bailey S. Holt 
on a Hardin County 
warrant.

Kendrick Deante 
Edwards, 32, was ar-
rested by Officer Sam-
uel Jones on a warrant 
and charges of evading 
arrest.

Anthony Keidarren 
Scott, 26, was arrested 
by Officer Samuel Jones 
on charges of posses-
sion of marijuana.

May 30 • Diego 
Montano Chasoy, 38, 
was arrested by Sgt. 
Gregory Mouton on 
charges of burglary of a 
habitation and evading 
arrest.

Fausto Valentin-Tor-
res, 41, was arrested 
by Officer Michael d. 
Robertson on chargs of 
burglary of a habitation 
and evading arrest.

Aspen Nicole Mof-
fett, 25, was arrested by 
Sgt. Michael K. Strange 
Jr. on a warrant.

May 31 • Casey 
Nichole Miller, 24, was 
arrested by Officer Mi-
chael D. Robertson on 
charges of possession of 
marijuana and public 
intoxication.

Adam Benjamin 
Wright, 43, was arrested 
by Officer Chris Robi-
chaux on a warrant.

Dedrick Henry 
Ward, 43, was arrest-
ed by Officer Andrew 
Lange on two warrants.

June 1 • Payton 
Benjamin Davis Gentry, 
23, was arrested by Sgt. 
Michael K. Strange Jr. 

on two charges of dead-
ly conduct.

June 2 • Tina Marie 
Yancey, 46, was arrest-
ed by Officer Andrew 
Lange on charges of 
public intoxication.

The Silsbee Po-
lice Department has 
released the following 
information. Each in-
dividual in this report 
is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a 
court of law.

May 20 • Roman 
Dereck Jaco, 40, was 
arrested on a warrant 
from another agency.

May 21 • Michael 
Jermaine Carter, 39, 
was arrested on a 
warrant from another 
agency.

Cissie Rebeccanne 
West, 30, was arrested 
on a local warrant.

May 23 • Diron 
Germaine Jackson, 48, 
was arrested on charges 
of possession of a con-
trolled substance.

Jacques Anthony 
Guidry, 45, was arrest-
ed on a local warrant.

May 24 • Tecedrick 
Teclinton Anderson, 
31, was arrested on 
charges of making a 
false report to a police 
officer.

May 25 • Cynthia 
Sue Fonner, 58, was 
arrested on a warrant 
from another agency 
and charges of failure to 
identify as a fugitive.

Jaci Nicole Travasos, 
24, was arrested on 
charges of public in-
toxication and resisting 
arrest.

u POLICE BEAT From Page 3

WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE! Thousands of

GUNS
OTF KNIVES & AMMUNITION IN STOCK

DEALER TRANSFERS • SELL • TRADE-INS
Off Southbound Freeway at the Evadale Vidor Exit
43460 U.S. HWY 96  •  409-276-1707

Rebel ArmoryRebel Armory
Mitchell Saw & Supply

www.mitchellsawandsupply.com

Community
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Sam Houston Electric 
Cooperative members,
Your official ballot has arrived in  

the mail or in your inbox.

Take advantage of your opportunity 
to vote for the Sam Houston Electric 

Cooperative Board of Directors.

CAST YOUR VOTE ONLINE OR BY MAIL 
Either option gives you a chance to win!

You’re invited to attend the
 

SAM HOUSTON EC 
ANNUAL MEETING  

OF MEMBERS
Tuesday, June 10, 2025, 

at 1:30 p.m.

Return your ballot by the early bird  
deadline of June 3 for a chance to win:

$2,000 BILL CREDIT
$1,000 BILL CREDIT

ELECTRIC ZERO TURN  
RIDING LAWNMOWER

AND MANY OTHER GREAT PRIZES!

Visit SamHouston.net or call 
1-800-458-0381 for more information.

Ballots must be received by 
June 10, 2025 at 10 a.m.

Five members 
of the 2025 Silsbee 
Tigers baseball team 
received all district 
honors this year.

They are Mikey 
Moshier, first team 
all district pitcher; 
Jayden Miller, first 
team all district out-
field; Matsyn Morris, 
second team all dis-
trict pitcher; Haegan 
Morris, second team 
all district DH; Jalen 
Fobbs, honorable 
mention catcher; and 
Ryder Blythe, new-
comer of the year.

Moshier pitched 

35.1 innings, with 
three wins and three 
loses, 27 Ks and a 
2.97 ERA. He aver-
agede.28, with 28 
hits, 8 doubles, 2 
triples, 18 RBIs and 
20 runs.

Miller had 5 
doubles, 14 RBIs, 
29 runs ad 19 stolen 
bases.

Matsyn Morris 
had 4 wins and 4 
losses, 1 save, 42 
strikeouts and a 2.16 
ERA. He had a .324 
batting average with 
22 hits, 4 doubles, 13 
RBIs, 24 runs and 5 

stolen bases.
Haegan Morris 

had a .302 average 
with 16 hits, 2 dou-
bles, 9 RBIs and 12 
runs.

Miller had a .380 
average and 21 hits

Blythe had a .394 
batting average with 
28 hits, 3 doubles, 15 
RBIs amd 13 runs.

Danny Reneau

Sports Writer
The Silsbee Bee

The all district 
teams for District 18-
4A that includes Sils-
bee, Lumberton and 
Kountze were released 
this week. 

Ryder Blythe, a 
sophomore first Base-
man of Silsbee was 
selected as the New-
comer of the Year.

LCM dominated 
the individual super-
lative positions with 

Parker Seago as the 
District MVP Marco 
Bandier as the Offen-
sive MVP and Hunter 
Hagler as the Coach 
of the Year. CJ Riojas 
of Bridge City was the 
Defensive MVP and 
Max Pachar of Bridge 
City was the Pitcher of 
the Year.

Silsbee had a young 
team this year but they 
had several players 
honored on the first 
team. Mikey Moshier, 
a senior, was named as 
first team pitcher. 

Jaden Miller, a 
senior, was picked as 
first team outfielder. 

 Matsyn Morris, a 
junior, was selected to 
be a second team all 
district pitcher. 

Haegyn Morris, a 
freshman, was chosen 
as a second team des-
ignated hitter. 

The honorable 
mention players from 
Silsbee included Jalen 
Hobbs a senior, Jack-
son Perdue, a junior, 
Brendon Hughes a 
sophomore and Hud-

son Morris a fresh-
man. 

Lumberton had 
three players on the 
first team all district 
squad. They included 
Hudson Emerson, a 
senior,  pitcher; Gavin 
Harmse a senior, 
catcher, and 

Luke Cody, a soph-
omore, outfielder. 

Second team play-
ers from Lumberton 
included senior pitch-
er Aiden Marshall and 
junior pitcher Colton 
Harwell. Lumberton 

had three second team 
infielders. All 

Three were seniors. 
They included first 
baseman Greyson 
Steininger, second 
baseman Ryan Verde 
and shortstop Jackson 
Cullen. 

Honorable men-
tion players from 
Lumberton included 
senior Carter Wilson  
and sophomore Talon 
White. 

Members of the 
2025 Kountze baseball 
team who received all 

district honors include 
Hunter Kunk, pitch-
er of the year; Kade 
Bumstead, first team 
second base; Hunt-
er Courts, first team 
outfielder; C.J. Swanze, 
second team outfield-
er; and Cade McNeely, 
honorable mention.

Kountze softball 
players receiving all 
district honors in-
clude Kyla Parker, 
first team all district; 
and McKinley Row-
inski, second team all 
district.

Silsbee, Lumberton, Kountze all district players are named

Staff Reports 

editor@silsbeebee.com 
The Silsbee Bee

KOUNTZE — The 
JLB Foundation is 
bringing back its 
popular basketball 
camp this summer, 

offering a free op-
portunity for youth 
athletes to build 
their skills, confi-
dence, and love for 
the game. The one-
day camp will be 
held Friday, June 21, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 

p.m. at the Kountze 
Intermediate School 
gym.

Now in its 11th 
year, the JLB Basket-
ball Camp is open to 
students entering 1st 
through 8th grade 
and welcomes play-

ers at both interme-
diate and advanced 
levels. The camp 
promises a fast-
paced, skill-focused 
experience, empha-
sizing both funda-
mentals and fun.

Participants are 

required to bring 
their own basketball 
and must pre-register 
online. Friends are 
welcome, but they 
must also be regis-
tered in advance.

Spots are limited 
and early registration 

is strongly encour-
aged. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, 
visit https://forms.
gle/q9BkGJRSFM-
76NUB58, call 512-
905-2348, or email 
jlbsummercamp15@
gmail.com.

Free basketball camp returns to Kountze this June

A young basketball team visits with 
LaQuan Stallworth at an event last Sun-
day afternoon at the YYAFA Building in 
Silsbee. LaQuan Stallworth is  a 1995 
graduate of Silsbee High School who set 
numerous records while in high school 
and then went on to play college ball and 
then to have a professional basketball 
career. Last month, she was inducted 
into the Texas Association of High School 
Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in San 
Antonio.

— Dan Eakin | Silsbee Bee

LaQuan’s Visit

William R. Gieseke
Certified Public Accountant
INCOME TAX • GENERAL ACCOUNTING

BOOKKEEPING • OTHER ACCOUNTING MATTERS 
IRS REPRESENTATION

420 NORTH FOURTH   •   Silsbee

385-4647
HOURS: 9am to 6:30pm Monday through Saturday

Silsbee High School senior Jena Warden 
will represent the Tigers in the 2025 SETCA 
All-Star Volleyball Game on June 5 at East 
Chambers High School. SHS Head Volley-
ball Coach Carlyn Nichols will lead the East 
team as head coach. Both were selected 
for their outstanding performance and 
leadership throughout the season.

Warden, Nichols selected for All-Star

Statistics are listed for all district Tigers
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Job ID: 78406342    Job Function: Public Works/Utilities

Position Title: Class C or Above Wastewater  Entry Level: No

Treatment Plant Operator/Groundwater  Job Type: Full-Time 

Treatment Operator    Salary Type: DOQ

Workplace Type: On-Site   Min Education: H.S. Diploma/Equivalent  

Min Experience: 3-5 Years Required   Travel: 25-50%  

Job Duration: Indefinite    Location(s): Kirbyville, Texas, 75956, United States

CITY OF KIRBYVILLE JOB POSTING

CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact Person: 
Bryce Powell

Email Address:  
bpowell.cok@gmail.com

Phone: 
409-622-0125

JOB DESCRIPTION
The City of Kirbyville is looking for a TCEQ Class 
C or Above Wastewater Treatment Plant Opera-
tor/Groundwater Treatment Plant operator. Must 
be familiar with reporting and sampling of an 
Activated Sludge Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
Must be dual licensed in TCEQ Class C or above 
Groundwater Treatment and be familiar with PWS 
reporting and Sampling of the Groundwater fa-
cilities/ water distribution system. Join our team! 

We seek a dedicated Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Operator and Groundwater Operator to oversee 
daily operations, ensure compliance with regu-
lations, and maintain system efficiency. Candi-
dates should have relevant certifications, strong 
troubleshooting skills. and a commitment to 
environmental sustainability. Competitive salary 
and benefits offered considering experience. Ap-
ply now to make a difference in our community!

JOB REQUIREMENTS
Job Requirements for Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Operator:
• TCEQ License Class C or Higher
•  Ability to use/Comprehend computer systems 

and online reporting necessary.
•  High school diploma or equivalent; relevant 

certifications preferred.
•  Knowledge of wastewater treatment process-

es and equipment.
•  Understanding of wastewater sampling and 

testing methods.
•  Strong problem-solving skills and attention to 

detail.
•  Ability to operate and maintain complex ma-

chinery.
•  Familiarity with safety regulations and envi-

ronmental policies.

Job Requirements for Groundwater Operator:
• TCEQ License Class C or Higher
•  Ability to use/Comprehend computer systems 

and online reporting necessary.
•  High school diploma or equivalent; specialized 

training in groundwater management.
•  Understanding of groundwater sampling and 

testing methods.
•  Proficiency in monitoring systems and data 

analysis.
•  Strong communication skills for reporting find-

ings.
•  Adherence to regulatory compliance and safe-

ty standards.

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE

Y o u r     H o m e t o w n     R e a l     E s t a t e     B r o k e r !

TriangleRealEstateLLC.com    409-373-5004

BID NOTICE

AUCTION

legal / public notice
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GARAGE SALE: Thursday and Friday and ½ day Saturday, 
1040 Maxwell Dr. Items for wine making, tools, fishing items, 
and children’s items. 23p

GARAGE SALE: June 6 and 7 from 8am to noon, 6394 Ki-
wanis Club Rd. Kitchen items, women items, fishing poles, 
first aid items, clothes, holiday items. 23p

HARD WORKING: mother/daughter team needs work! Any 
odd jobs. Fenceline cleaning to flowerbed cleaning. Contact 
Christal 409-224-5293. 232p

RV PARK: Full-hookups, 30 and 50 amp, access to Village 
Creek, fishing, swimming etc. 409-751-0276.  48tf

FOR RENT: Nice 2BR mobile home with stove and refrigera-
tor, no pets, utilities paid. 409-751-0276. 30tf 

CHICKENS & QUAIL For Sale: Wyandotte, New Hampshire, Del-
aware, and Easter Egg Layers. Brown Quail and White Quail. Will bar-
ter. Also, cages, incubator, and chicken houses. 409-454-3903. 23p

Classifieds
Goodwin’s 
Tree Service

409-350-9918

• Insured & Bonded 
• Free Estimates

Tree Removal - Stump Grinding

• Insured & Bonded
• Free Estimates
• 20% Senior Discounts• 10% Senior Discounts

RV Spaces
Quail Valley Estates

Large lots w/ concrete slabs;
30 & 50 amp; water, sewer, & trash.

Weekly & long term rates.

409-782-4588

legal / public notice

legal / public noticeRV Space services
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u PHILLIPS From Page 2

told me no. Thank 
God for that man.

I’ve been in news-
papers a long time, 
and I’m proud to 
be part of Hardin 
County now. My 
newspaper family 
just got a little bigger 
— with Dan, Debbie, 
Amy, Danny and the 
rest of the incredible 
team you already 
know.

We’re also bring-
ing in a new guy: 

Dylan. He’ll be 
working with Dan 
and learning the 
ropes. He’s full of en-
ergy and ready to dig 
into the business. I’m 
excited to see where 
we go from here as 
we work to make 
The Silsbee Bee into 
the award-winning 
newspaper it de-
serves to be(e).

And finally, here’s 
my cell number: 
979-250-2733. I’m 

available pretty much 
all the time. I don’t 
answer unknown 
calls, but if you text 
me, I’ll call you back 
and add you to my 
contacts. Call to 
compliment, com-
plain, offer advice, 
or just say hello. This 
is your newspaper 
— and the best way 
I can serve you is by 
knowing what you 
care about most.

Until next week.

to a health issue.  
Biological gender 
at birth has been 
confused to where 
politicians and judg-
es can not define a 
woman.

Equal opportuni-
ty is giving way to 
equal outcome which 
destroys our work 
ethic.  Honoring 
our creator has been 

replaced with man’s 
greatness.  All this 
leads to love being 
replaced with hatred, 
violence, confusion, 
and a nation in tur-
moil.

 Examining the 
past to understand 
its effectiveness 
equips us with wis-
dom for the future.  
As we understand 

how America is wal-
lowing in the evil-
ness of the present, 
it is healthy and very 
necessary.

I cherish the 
wisdom of the past, 
which could still be 
relevant today.  We 
are all part of the 
now. 

Shall we go back 
in time?

u COONROD From Page 2

people of all different 
races and for people 
of different exercise 
levels.

Raymond Estrada 
said, “I’m here on 
behalf of Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of 
Texas. It’s an honor to 
join you all today to 
celebrate our collab-
oration with the City 
of Silsbee and the 
National Fitness Cam-
paign to provide free 
accessible exercise 
space for community 
members of all ability 
levels.”

He added, “We 
know that on aver-
age one in two adults 
don’t get enough 
physical activity in 
their day-to-day lives, 
which can lead to 
chronic, yet prevent-
able conditions. We 
saw a need to reduce 
barriers by improving 
physical and mental 
health, so in 2022 we 
joined the National 
Fitness Campaign to 

commit nearly a mil-
lion dollars to bring 
up to 100 outdoor 
fitness courts across 
Texas.”

Walter Land Jr., 
who now lives in 
Dallas, told the crowd 
that he made the 
financial contribution 
in honor of his father, 
Walter Land Sr., who 
had served on the 
Silsbee City Council 
and had been a mem-
ber of several service 
clubs.

Walter Land Sr. had 
been a gifted athlete at 
Waldo Mathews High 
School in football and 
baseball and later at 
Prairie View College. 
He died in 2022.

His son told the 
crowd that he himself 
had grown up across 
the street from what is 
now Waldo Mathews 
Park, the former site 
of Waldo Mathews 
High School which 
was the only black 
high school in Hardin 

County during days of 
segregation.

Land said he came 
up with the idea for 
the art work or mural 
on the outdoor fit-
ness court to be of a 
Panther and a Tiger, 
the mascots of the 
Waldo Panthers and 
the Silsbee Tigers.

The mayor present-
ed Land with a certif-
icate of appreciation 
and a key to the city.

Following the rib-
bon cutting, members 
of the Silsbee Police 
Department and 
Silsbee Fire Depart-
ment tried out the 
new facility and got 
involved in friendly 
competition.

Silsbee Mayor Dan-
ny Reneau said he is 
hopeful that the new 
outdoor fitness court, 
which opened on May 
29, 2025, will be used 
by and be beneficial 
to many people in the 
Silsbee area for many 
years to come.

u FITNESS From Page 1
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Dan Eakin

Managing Editor
The Silsbee Bee

LUMBERTON  
— Hope Fowler, the 
salutatorian for the 
Lumberton High 
School Class of 2025, 
has been honored in 
many ways throughout 

her high school years 
both academically and 
athletically.

Academically, she 
maintained a 4.0 un-
weighted GPA and rank 
in the top of her class, 
earning recognition 
as one of Lumberton 
High School’s Top Ten 
students for the Class of 
2025. She consistently 
made the A Honor Roll 
and was selected for 
the Practicum Pro-
gram based on teacher 
recommendations. She 
also earned certifica-
tions in Word 2016, Ex-
cel 2016, CPR (double 
certification), basic first 
aid, phlebotomy, and 
EKG.

Her final grade point 
average was listed as 
4.51.

Athletically, she was 
a regional qualifier and 
quarterfinalist in mixed 
doubles tennis, earned 
multiple first-place 
tournament finishes, 
and contributed to team 
district titles in both 
tennis and basketball. 

“I have played varsity 
sports since my soph-
omore year, playing 
volleyball, basketball, 
and tennis,” she said. 
“After breaking my 
ankle and re-injuring it 
all throughout my year 
in basketball, I decided 
to focus on tennis my 
senior year.”

Dan Eakin

Managing Editor
The Silsbee Bee

LUMBERTON — 
Brooke Martin did not 
know until Tuesday 
night of last week that she 
would be the valedicto-
rian for the Lumberton 
High School Class of 
2025.

That means she also 
did not know that she 
would be making the 
valedictory speech at the 
graduation the following 
Friday night before 276 
fellow classmates and 
hundreds of people in the 
Doggett Ford Park arena 
in Beaumont.

Brooke, the daugh-
ter of Daniel and Amy 
Martin, graduated with 
a grade point average of 
4.57813.

In addition to being 
a giant success in the 
academic world, she has 
also excelled in sports. 
She played soccer all 
four years in high school 
and made first team 
all district in soccer in 

her sophomore, junior 
and senior years. She 
was team captain in her 
junior year and in her 
senior year she was team 
captain and chaplain, 
received Co-MVP for the 
district, was Second Team 
All-State for TASCO, re-
ceived TASCO Academic 
All-State, and was First 
Team Academic All-State 
for THSCA.

Also in addition to 
being successful in the 
academic world, she was 
president of the National 
Honor Society in her 
senior year, treasurer for 
the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes senior year, 
a member of Raiders for 
Christ and a member 
of Calvary North Youth 
Group and First Baptist 
Church Youth Group.

Her  scholarships 
include Daughters of 
the American Revo-
lution ($50), #64 “Be 
Like Ben” Scholarship 
($1,000), Education First 
Federal Credit Union 
Scholarship ($2,500), 
Lumberton High School 

National Honor Society 
Scholarship ($400) and 
Lumberton Education 
Foundation Founders 
Scholarship ($500).

She plans to attend 
Texas A&M University 
in the fall to major in 
nutrition with hopes 
of entering the nursing 
program. 

“Some day, I would 
like to be a nurse anesthe-
tist.” she said.

Asked why she chose 
Texas A&M, she said, 
“For starters, my dad 
graduated from Texas 
A&M and so I have al-
ways planned to go there 
because my dad speaks so 
highly of it. Last year, after 
going to a couple football 
games and getting an 
official tour of the school, 
though, I realized how 
much I love the com-
munity and atmosphere. 
While the university is 
huge, it still feels small, 
homey, and like a family.”

Brooke, who attended 
Lumberton schools for 12 
years, was asked who her 
favorite teacher was and 
why.

She said, “Mrs. 
Wright, my freshman 
year Advanced Biology, 
junior year AP Biology, 
and senior year Dual 
Credit Anatomy & 
Physiology teacher is my 
favorite teacher. She is 
kind-hearted, compas-
sionate, intelligent, and 
talented with what she 
does and never fails to 
make lessons interesting 
and create relationships 
with her students. In a 
way, Mrs. Wright was 
able to make her class-
room feel more like a 
family.”

Asked to what or 
whom did she attribute 
her success, she replied, 
“I attribute my success to 
God. Without Him, none 
of this would have been 
possible.”

A total of 277 members of the Lumberton High School Class of 2025 were seated in the center of the Doggett Ford Park Arena last Fri-
day night for graduation ceremonies.

Dan Eakin | Silsbee Bee

LHS valedictorian excelled 
in both academics; sports

Register Now

57TH57TH
ANNUALANNUAL

Golf TournamentGolf Tournament
INVITATIONINVITATION

12-15 IN MEMORY OF

June 12 Dinner: Boiled Shrimp & Fixings & 100% Calcutta Payout
June 13 Tournament Begins:

Lunch: Links & Chips - Dinner: Fried Fish & Fixings
June 14 Tournament Resumes

Lunch: Hamburgers & Chips
June 15 Lunch: BBQ Brisket & Sausage

Tournament Ends
Awards Presentation

Proceeds benefit
Hardin County
Go Texas, the
Christian Care

Center in
Silsbee, and The
Helping Center in

Buna. 

JUNE
2025 Ronnie Nash

Donnie Van Pelt
SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS

AGENDA$150 Attendance Packet – Entry for two, meals,
beverages, and access to all events
$200 Hole Sponsor – Name at a tee box + 1
attendance packet
$300 Food Sponsor – Name at cook shack all
weekend + 2 attendance packets
$500 Company Sponsor – Name at course entrance
+ 3 attendance packets
$1,000 Beverage Sponsor – Name at drink stations
(#3, #7, or cook shack) + 5 packets
$2,500 Cart Sponsor – Name on banner near cart
area + 7 packets
$5,000 Major Sponsor – Name on 4' x 8' sign for
one year + 10 packets

(Stephen K. Cave       (409) 550-6613        stephen.k.cave@gmail.com

Brooke Martin, 2025 LHS salutatorian, ad-
dresses the seniors and the huge crowd at 
the Doggett Ford Park Arena.

Submitted | Silsbee Bee

Hope Fowler
Submitted | Silsbee Bee

LHS salutatorian Hope Fowler honored


